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At the time of writing we are waiting
for the Block F rezoning application to
be made public. The UEL Administra-
tion office has had the application for
some weeks but will not release it until
the applicant has clarified a number of
issues and submitted fully compliant
documents. Once accepted the appli-
cation will be posted on the UEL web-
site; this is expected to happen shortly.

At this point, nothing is known publicly
about the contents of the application,
except that your reporter has tested the
waters for comment regarding what
has changed from what was shown at

Block F Rezoning:
Waiting for the 
Other Shoe to Drop
by Ron Pears

the most recent public open house held
by the applicant. The lack of response
regarding changes suggests that the
proposal has not changed in any signif-
icant regard.

Up until this point, public consultation,
and the resulting spin has been under
the applicant’s control. Three open
houses were held and the results pub-
lished in summary reports. The final
report can be obtained from the 
PlaceSpeak website:
http://tinyurl.com/mng94h9
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Regent College
Rezoning Application
Approved by Council
At the October 21st CAC meeting,
council members voted in support of
the Regent College rezoning applica-
tion. The vote was the final step before
the UEL Administration prepares a
recommendation to the Minister for
approval. Prior to the CAC discussion,
the Advisory Design Panel considered

the application at its October 15 meet-
ing, and voted to support it.

The rezoning request generated con-
siderable discussion at both the CAC
and ADP meetings. Concerns were
expressed regarding several items: an
increase in commercial space to the
small amount already on the site; the
addition of housing for students, facul-
ty and staff; and an increase in the
allowable height of the building. These
all require modification to the existing

Official Community Plan and/or the
UEL Bylaw.

There were also more general concerns
with respect to the spot rezoning of the
property without a prior review and
revision to the OCP and the Bylaw.
Debate focused on whether spot rezon-
ing should be able to overrule various
conditions set out in the OCP, or whether
the OCP should be reviewed as a prior

Three Dates to Put on Your Calendar!

December 3rd: 
Town Hall Meeting
This Town Hall Meeting will be an
overview of what has occurred in
the past year and what we can look
forward to in the coming year.

6:30pm: Social time
Meet your neighbours for coffee
and cookies

7:00 to 9:00: Town hall meeting

Please note that this meeting is for
residents of the UEL only.

December 9th: 
CAC and AGM
The regular monthly Community
Advisory Council meeting will be
followed by the legally required
(and mercifully short) Annual
General Meeting of the CAC.

5:30 to about 7:30pm

A public event and open to all

December 10th: 
Jolly Up!
6 – 8pm: The University Hill 
holiday season reception. Enjoy
holiday refreshments & treats.

Please note that this event is for
residents of the UEL only.

All events will be held at:
The UEL Community Space
Suite 300, University MarketPlace
(over Starbucks) 
300 – 5755 Dalhousie Rd

continued on page 4: Block F

continued on page 4: Regent College

We 
want 
you!

see page 12
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Pinch Points on 
Western Parkway
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Council Votes to 
Abolish Ward System
On September 16th, the UEL Community Advisory
Council voted to change the Council electoral system
from the current ward system to an at-large system.
The UEL is the only jurisdiction in Metro Vancouver
now using wards; all others use a simple at-large system.
While the current structure was created in good faith,
it has not worked as planned and has resulted in a
weak CAC.

The current system was created about 10 years ago.
Prior to this time, the UEL Manager was advised by a
Ratepayers’ Association, to which any property owner
could belong; not, however, tenants. To improve our
democratic representation, all residents who fulfill the
requirements of the BC Elections Act were empowered
to vote. To promote public awareness, the date of the
election was aligned with other municipal elections in
the province. Representation on the seven-member
Council was allocated for each of the UEL’s four areas
on the basis of their population at the time. Area A
received two members, Areas B and C received one
member each, and Area D was allotted three members.

Council members vote on all issues, and are expected to
see the UEL as one community, and not a cluster of four
tiny areas. However, to be elected, currently candidates
do not have to meet citizens in other areas, nor learn
anything about the issues or concerns of residents
beyond their tiny ward. This is not a sound way to
elect a strong council composed of members who
know the UEL well and are known by the electorate.

In practice, the pool of interested and willing individ-
uals within each small ward is limited and varies from
election to election, which means that attracting suf-
ficient candidates is difficult. For example, Area D, the
multi-family area, has been unable to field a full slate
of candidates for any previous election. This requires
Council to find and appoint councillors, a weak solu-
tion at best, and one at odds with the democratic
intent of the electoral system.

Key differences in the two systems include:
Current ward system:
• Candidates for Council must reside in a specific area
to run for election as that area’s representative

• Electors can vote only for candidate(s) running in
their area

Proposed at-large system:
• Any UEL resident who fills the BC Elections Act cri-
teria can run for Council

• Any UEL resident can vote for any candidate, for a
total 7 candidates

To summarize, the reasons for change include:

1. Attracting good candidates: Currently, suitable
candidates from each ward must present themselves
every three years. The number of people who are
interested and able to run in an election is limited 
and will change from election to election. We need
the flexibility to attract strong candidates, wherever
they live.

2. The UEL is changing: The UEL has changed since
the present system was put in place. In the future, our
demographics will change even more.

3. We are one community, not four: The UEL is a
small geographic area that all citizens should consider
as one community. Ward systems can foster an attitude
of “my area vs. your area”, which is counterproductive.
A councillor from one area is quite capable of under-
standing issues in another area. An at-large system
would require all candidates to become familiar with
issues in all the areas of the UEL, making a stronger
and more responsive Council.

4. We absolutely must have a strong elected
Council: In order to deal effectively with current
challenges and those coming in the next few years, we
must have a robust Community Advisory Council.
The current system does not promote this outcome.

5. Promoting better government: The real objective
of our electoral system is to promote and support
excellent government. Changing our electoral structure
to an at-large system will be a step in this direction. It
will allow the most enthusiastic and committed people
to run for election, and permit all UEL residents to
vote for all CAC members.

It is hoped to have the change in place before the next
civic election in November 2014.

The UEL is 
Changing
For many years the population of the
UEL was stable at approximately 2,200
people. Starting about a dozen years ago,
with the expiry of land leases south of
University Boulevard and a push from
real estate market forces, the population
began to grow and change.

These changes resulted in both a sub-
stantial growth in our population and a
shift away from single-family detached
homes. In the 1986 census, 63% of our
residents lived in single-family resi-
dences, and 37% in multiple-family
dwellings. We now have a majority of
residents living in multi-family units.

A recent analysis of census data turned
up some interesting facts. Because cen-
sus areas do not conform to UEL
boundaries, population numbers can-
not be completely accurate, but they
are adequate for our purposes.

Residences:
We currently have:

1609 residences, in two categories:

• 445 detached houses

• 1,163 multiple-family housing units

Population:
Today, we are approximately 4,150 peo-
ple. The precise breakdown between
single-family and multi-family areas is
not known. The occupancy rate per
multiple-family residence is lower than
for the detached houses, but even so, the
majority of people live in townhouses
and apartments.

Subject to zoning decisions, Block F
might add 1,420 residential units. After
Block F is fully built-out, we could be in
the range of 6,200 to 7,000; this figure is
an estimate based on early presentations
outlining the Block F development. The
timing of the Block F development is not
known at this time, but a reasonable
time-frame for total build-out would
be in the range of 8 – 12 years.

Age profile of our population:
There are two peaks in our demograph-
ics. Those aged 20 – 24 constitute 13%
of the total, and represent the student
population. When the 15 – 19 year-old
group (10% of total) is included, it’s
clear that young people account for
23% of our population. Unlike many
municipalities in the region, UEL
demographics are partly determined
by our proximity to UBC.

The other peak is in the 45 to 49 years
category, comprising 10%. Add to this
the 9% that fall within 40 to 45 and we
have 19% for this group. If these people
are added to the 18% who are between
45 and 64 years of age and we have a
total of 37% between 40 and 64.

Some 10% of our citizens are over 64
years old, a smaller percentage than
would be found in many communities.
Perhaps this is because older individu-
als are not well-served in the UEL and
choose to re-locate in order to access
services. Others may downsize to reduce
maintenance costs and fund new lives

as retirees. By comparison, those over
age 64 represent 14% of the City of
Vancouver’s population.

Socio-economic:
As might be expected, there is a wide
disparity in income levels. The single-
person households that represent many
students report very low incomes.
Those with the highest income are
couples without children, and likely
represent many adults aged 55 and
over whose children have grown up
and moved out.

The data show that older residents live
in the more established single-family
houses, with younger people in the
multiple-family residences. While not
part of the census analysis, a sharp rise

in moving in/out activities around key
dates in the university calendar strongly
suggests that our younger citizens are
more likely to be short-term residents,
passing through on their journey to
adult life. Not surprisingly, turnover in
single-family areas tends to be consid-
erably slower.

It is clear that the UEL has changed from
a fairly uniform community of families
in detached houses, to a community
with a more complex demographic
makeup that includes a higher propor-
tion of younger people. The coming
Block F development will bring anoth-
er wave of change, and in ways that will
not be easy to predict.

The Future of 
Recycling in the UEL
by Kim Smith and Malcolm Tait

The new Multi-Material British
Columbia recycling program (MMBC)
is coming, and all jurisdictions in BC
have been invited to participate.
MMBC’s goal is to coordinate a shift in
the responsibility to manage and pay
for recycling, away from governments
and taxpayers, and on to companies that
produce and deliver printed paper and
other consumer goods’ packaging which
clutter the residential waste stream. With
the exception of Area C, UEL residents
in single-family homes lack curbside
recycling, and both UEL Admin and the
Community Advisory Council (CAC)
have expressed interest in this initiative.

What about our 
Recycling Depot?
Unfortunately, the UEL depot is fre-
quently misused as a dumping ground
for all kinds of garbage, requiring UEL
works crew to forego other jobs in order
to clean it up. Nor are recyclables as
“clean” as they should be: plastic wrap-
ping is tossed in with mixed paper, and
plastic grocery bags are mixed with
newsprint. Such contaminants make
recycling difficult, if not impossible, and
defeat the purpose of these bins. And
like other unmanned recycling depots,

the UEL is subject to fines in the event of
any water contamination resulting from
the dumping of hazardous materials.
Once curbside collection arrives in the
UEL, our depot will be phased out.

What is
MMBC?
First, an historical
note: in 2011, the
government of BC
amended the
Recycling Regula-
tion such that
responsibility for
recycling the tons
of packaging asso-
ciated with con-
sumer products was transferred from
local governments and citizens, and on
to the producers of these materials.
MMBC is the packaging industries’
response: a not-for-profit agency whose
mandate is to manage residential recy-
cling collection on behalf of those who
produce and deliver these materials to
BC residents.

MMBC is regulated by the province,
and as of May 19, 2014, is scheduled to
assume responsibility for managing
the collection and processing of recy-
clable packaging and printed paper. So

far, so good. But Maria Harris, Metro
Vancouver Director for Electoral Area
A, a UEL resident, and a supporter of
the Province’s move toward Extended
Producer Responsibility, cautions that,

as an agency
established by and
for the private
companies which
produce recycla-
ble packaging,
MMBC’s goals
and aspirations
may or may not
complement
those of local gov-
ernments and citi-
zens. Given that

MMBC will have virtually complete
control of BC’s recycling programs, she
hopes that the Province will exercise
sufficient oversight of MMBC to ensure
effective use of local taxpayers’ dollars.
What happens in the event of misman-
agement or poor service? To whom will
taxpayers take their concerns? Ms. Harris
suggests that we will all need to monitor
the program, and evaluate its effective-
ness: “In many ways, the UEL provides a
perfect social laboratory for evaluating
MMBC’s services , given that curbside
recycling will be new for many, but not
all, residents.”

Notwithstanding these legitimate con-
cerns, MMBC offers the possibility of
expanding the types of items included
in curbside recycling to include milk
cartons, foam polystyrene, plant pots,
aluminum foil packaging, plastic film
packaging, and drink cups. To learn
more, go to: http://multimaterialbc.ca/

Other news?
In 2015, Metro Vancouver will begin
implementing a ban on organic mate-
rials. What this means is that the food
scraps and garden clippings many of us
include in our regular garbage will no
longer be welcome. In anticipation of
this change, the UEL is exploring how
these materials might be collected in our
neighbourhoods; one option is to
implement weekly organic waste pick-
up, with bi-weekly collection of “regular”
waste. Another possibility might be to
collaborate with the City of Vancouver
in a joint composting effort.

Interestingly, multi-family buildings in
the UEL already have responsibility for
garbage and recycling collection and
contract privately for these services.
UEL Administration aims to clarify
what, if any, implications MMBC will
have for these residents.

reducing 
what goes into 
landfills by 

expanding the 
range of recyclables
that are collected
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三个重要的日期
十二月三日
我们的社区居民大会
下午6 :30 开门, 与邻居社交, 甜点咖啡
下午7时至晚上9点
参加者: 我们的社区居民

十二月九日
社区行政指导委员会会议
我们的社区居民年度大会
下午5:30至晚上7:30
参加者: 所有公众

节日庆典
大家快活起来
十二月十日
下午6时至晚上8时
门奖 (door prize)
参加者: 我们的社区居民
(如果计划带食物请与Tamara联系:
tamarak@telus.net)

地点: #300, 5755 Dalhousie Road

Navigating Western Parkway between 
University Boulevard and Agronomy Road 
can be a real challenge

There are three messy spots along Western Parkway:

1. Intersection at University Boulevard: masses of inattentive
pedestrians cross Western Parkway, combined with traffic turning 
at the intersection, with some trying to enter the shopping centre
parking lot.

2. Angled parking along the block to Dalhousie Road: this prob-
lem is limited at the moment but the confusion of cars passing both
ways and getting into and out of angled parking, combined with
pedestrians J-walking anywhere and everywhere, can result in traffic
jamming up. A new driveway leading into an underground lot for the
proposed expansion to Regent College is a possibility and may result
in more confusion.

3. Narrow roadway from Dalhousie to Agronomy: This road is
barely more than two lanes wide, but works adequately during the
week when parking is not permitted. On weekends, parking is per-
mitted on one side, which narrows the useable roadway to the point
that two-way traffic is impossible.
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Ann Goldberg: 
Transparency and 
Reflection
by Cathie Gourley

Ann Goldberg, a UEL artist who works out of her home
studio, has been gaining acclaim for her distinctive,
hyperrealist paintings. For almost a decade, her work
has been shown at major commercial galleries and
she has on-going requests for her work.

With her brilliantly lit, sharply focused paintings, Ann
seeks to reflect upon the beauty in both everyday life
and the world around her. “I am interested in analyzing
beauty through my art,” she says in her artist’s state-
ment. “If I see beauty, I capture and transform it
immediately through the eye of a camera. I then paint
the essence of what I have captured and through my
painting, I am able to analyze it using the media of old
(oil painting) and new (digital photography).”

Ann is particularly interested in the relationship
between photography and painting, and in the altered
reality that photography can induce. Simply put,
hyperrealism is a genre of painting and sculpture
resembling a high-resolution photograph. Painting a
photographic image, especially one that has been dig-
itally manipulated, creates personal reality from what
we see as objective reality. Her inspirations include
internationally-known artists Chuck Close, Richard
Estes, and Gerhard Richter.

A recent portrait of a neighbour’s children reflects Ann’s
intense use of the photographic image. She took hun-
dreds of photos, and manipulated and sharpened
them on Photoshop until she had the desired image.
She then reproduced that photo as a 5' by 5' painting.
The piece, called “Knox Road”, is a delightful, whimsi-
cal portrait of the children, shown walking across the
street in line – reference to the Beatles’ Abbey Road –
on Knox Road.

A work can take up to a month. “I paint slowly,” Ann
says. Her standard size is 24" x 36;" she prefers oil to
acrylics because acrylics dry too quickly. “With oil, I
can make changes as I go.”

Ann has painted since she was a small child. As a UVic
undergraduate, she studied mathematics and fine art
and then went on to UBC for architecture. She
worked for Vancouver architect John Hollifield until
the birth of her children in the late 1990’s. The family
moved into a UEL house that she designed in 2001.

A constant in her work is the transparent, reflective
qualities of water, glass and acrylic. “I find beauty is
often a function of the play of light upon and around
it. And because of that, light is a strong proponent in
my work.” In her early works, which she says were
influenced by Mary Pratt, she painted familiar house-
hold objects: broken eggs in a glass bowl, brilliant red
tomatoes on a plastic tray, sparkling silver tea sets.

In her latest show which opened last June at Winsor
Gallery, Ann expanded this theme into an exploration
of the concept of Eden. The spark came from reading
Steinbeck’s East of Eden. The show included “Shoes,
2012,” a big beautiful painting but one whose sharp
focus, object isolation, and hyperrealism speak of desire,
sex, power, prestige and beauty as commodity. Among
the show’s various images were a cone flower, a wedding
bouquet, candy apples on foil, and a forest grove.

It also had what Ann called “experimental work” –
painted photographs. “I painted right on top of the
photos. The process of photography is so short and
fast and we rarely look at them after they are taken.”

Ann is thinking of entitling her next show “Hyperclarity.”
She wants to address the near-universal use of online
services by individuals who each create a “personal
reality.” It will explore the paradox of perception in the
digital age. “What you see is not necessarily what is.”

A constant in her work
is the transparent, 

reflective qualities of
water, glass and acrylic. 

“Knox Road”, 2011, Oil on canvas. 54" by 54"

Lentils 
with Duck Confit

Block F Rezoning
cont inued from page  1

by  Judie  Gl ick

This is a recipe I make so often, I thought
it was mine. Thanks to the keen eye of
our editor at Arsenal Pulp Press, we
acknowledged Globe&Mail food
columnist Lucy Waverman as the real
author. Traditional, yet easier to make,
this lentil and duck dish is a real winter
winner for whoever makes it. Add your
favorite sausage to this dish if you have
big eaters at your dinner table.

1 tbsp extra virgin olive oil

1 cup (250 mL.) chopped onions

½ cup (125 mL) chopped celery

1 tsp chopped garlic

1½ cup (375 mL) green lentils

1 bay leaf

4 thyme sprigs

4 cups (1L) chicken stock or water

4 pieces duck confit legs

6 cups (230g) baby spinach

3 tbsp balsamic vinegar

salt and freshly ground pepper, to taste,

2 tbsp chopped parsley

Preheat oven to 400 F (200C)

In a pot on medium heat, heat the oil.
Add the onions, celery, and garlic and
sauté until softened, about 2-3 minutes.
Add lentils and sauté for 1 minute. 
Add bay leaf, thyme, and stock and
bring to boil. Reduce heat, cover, and
simmer until lentils are cooked, about

35 minutes. Uncover pot for last 5 min-
utes, stirring occasionally. Drain off
excess liquid. Discard thyme sprigs and
bay leaf and reserve lentils.

While lentils are cooking, heat a large
non-stick, oven proof skillet on medi-
um-high. Add the duck confit legs,
skin-side down, and cook for 2 min-
utes or until brown and starting to
crisp. Remove duck from pan. (Tip:
Cover burning-hot skillet handle with
an oven glove while finishing dish.)
Add the spinach to the duck fat in the
pan and sauté for 1 minute or until
wilted. Add reserved lentils and vine-
gar and cook, stirring, for 3 minutes or
until hot. Season well with salt and
pepper. Place lentils on a plate and top
with duck confit. Sprinkle with parsely.

Makes 4 servings.

The general tone of the report is that the
applicant consulted widely and that
community feedback was respected,
with changes made to the rezoning
application as a result. However, other
significant public input was received
by the applicant, including informal
meetings and a substantial article in
Connectionswritten after community
workshops and discussions. It does not
appear that many of the issues raised in
this input were taken seriously. Some of
the concerns raised in the UEL include:

1. Increase in allowable density: the
application amounts to a 20% increase
in the currently allowed density, with-
out any offer of offsetting benefit to the
community as is common.

2. Density calculation based on total
site area, not net area: most develop-
ments calculate allowable buildable
space on the net area of the site after
taking off the space needed for roads.
In this case the applicant appears to
want to use the total area, which would
resulting in a further 10% or 15%
increase in density.

3. Inclusion of two uses not permitted
under current zoning: specifically, a
hotel and commercial space.

4. A change in maximum building
height: from 4 storeys, as allowable
under current zoning, to 22 storeys.

5. Huge buildings: some lower rise
buildings appear to be quite massive.

6. No proposal for development cost
charges: all municipalities, and our
neighbours at UBC, impose develop-
ment cost charges for community
facilities and, in some cases, overall
infrastructure costs.

The open house presentations also
lacked essential information which
made assessment of the project diffi-
cult, including clear statistics such as
the types of housing to be constructed.

Once a rezoning proposal is accepted
as complete by the UEL administration
office, the process moves to UEL control.
A process of internal review by UEL staff
and consultants will begin, as well as a
process of consultation with the UEL
community at large, and the Advisory
Council and the Design Panel. These
processes are very important and will
influence the recommendation that will
be provided to the Minister of Commu-
nity, Sport and Cultural Development
in Victoria. The Minister makes the
final decision.

Regent College
cont inued from page  1

condition to the rezoning of a particu-
lar piece of property.

Notwithstanding the concerns noted,
the overall project was seen as accept-
able by the CAC and several motions

were made to deal with various aspects
of the application. All votes carried by a
majority, with Councillor Michael
Karton opposing all motions and one
or two Councillors abstaining on some
votes.

“Candy Apples”, 2013, Oil on canvas. 24" by 36"

top: Verbena seed head  bottom: leave seed heads on grasses until winters end

“Shoes”, 2012, Oil on canvas. 24" by 36"

The Winter Garden: Beauty in Decay
by Jennifer  Buckland

Looking out on to garden the other
day, I enjoyed watching a little finch
feeding on the poppy seed heads. He
was there for quite a few minutes hav-
ing a real feast. There was also a very
delicate ballet going on with a bush tit
perched on top of the verbena swaying
in the breeze.

I leave most of the grasses and seed
heads in the fall, cutting them back at
winter’s end. They look beautiful
touched with frost and also provide
protection for the roots when the
weather is cold and wet. I do cut some
of the perennials back, including all the
hostas, which normally become rather
slimy and attract slugs.

There’s warmth in those leaves
The fallen leaves stay unraked on the
beds to protect delicate perennials, and
over the years, they amend the soil; this
really is the secret to growing plants well.
Some gardeners find it looks untidy, but
I like to let nature do its work. Just notice
the forest beds: the soil is dark and rich.
Added help comes from the worms, who
do their work over the winter, pulling
debris into the ground. Once the trees
are bare, I usually clear the leaves from
the grass, before giving it a final cut.

Compost: black gold
My compost bins are filled with leaves
alternating with kitchen compost; we
turn it a couple of times over the winter
to hasten the breaking-down process.
Some of my neighbours donate their
leaves to my compost pile; this way, the
compost is all the better for spreading
on beds in the spring. I cover up my
compost bins with an old carpet and

then a tarp to prevent it from getting
overly wet and leaching out the bene-
fits of this black gold.

The first frost usually arrives in early
November and blackens many leaves.
When this happens, I cut back both the
Canna lilies and the dahlias. Experience
tells me that leaving them alone until
this point seems to give them a better
start next year. I dig them up, shake off
the soil, and store them wrapped in
newspaper in a cool place. One year I
stored them in a shoebox under the bed
in the spare room and they survived! I
give them a good start by potting them
up in early March and then moving
them to the garden after the last frost.

Looking ahead to spring…
Each fall I plant more bulbs, and this
past spring I took photographs of all
the beds to remind me where the bulbs
were planted; it helped avoid that awful
feeling when the spade slices through a
bulb! It has proven to be a valuable
reminder as I put even more bulbs into
the ground this month. It’s very uplifting
on a wintry, rainy day to think of the
cheerful display awaiting you, starting in
January with the snowdrops and eran-
this (winter aconite), followed by the
hellebores. I cut the leaves off the helle-
bores in late fall when the flowers show
their buds. The leaves obscure the flow-
ers and get a mouldy, unsightly look. It
also makes way for the nice fresh leaves
which appear after flowering.

Going easy on garden clean-up pro-
vides so many benefits for birds,
insects, and plants, and best of all,
they’ll love you for it.
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Reading, Writing, Arithmetic... 
and Vegetables?
by Kim Smith

We know that primary schools are vital in helping
children acquire the skills they need to become full
participants in society. But did you know that U Hill
Elementary School students also learn about healthy
nutrition, including planting, nurturing, harvesting,
preparing, and—naturally—eating a fine selection of
vegetables?

Young Naturalists: 
the seed from which an idea is born
The U Hill Garden Project arose from the school’s
branch of the Young Naturalist Club, a BC organisation
that encourages children aged 5-12 to engage with the
natural world. Introduced by parents Nancy Brown and
Connie Chen, and Grade 1 teacher Kate Foreman-Ng,
the Club is a popular after-school program. Together
with regular visitors including natural science experts,
U Hill secondary students, and parent volunteers,
children learn to observe and appreciate the rich
environments of the U Hill schoolyard and nearby
Pacific Spirit Park.

Using large garden pots, Club members planted and
observed the growth of early spring vegetables. This
proved an enormous success, and as lettuce, cilantro,
and spinach seeds grew, so too did interest to pursue a
full-fledged garden.

Establishing roots
After attending the Summer Institute of Think&Eat-
Green@School (http://thinkeatgreen.ca), Nancy and
Kate were inspired to create a school Garden Com-
mittee headed by Grade 3 Teacher Andrea McEwen.
The group developed a detailed garden plan, and after
receiving approval by the Vancouver School Board
(VSB), wrote a series of grant proposals seeking funds
to implement Phase 1: a collection of raised beds and
sturdy pots filled with edible plants.

“We received every grant we applied for,” Nancy tells
me, “which certainly validated the merits of our pro-
posal. Other people are excited about this project,
too.” A second benefit of grant applications is that the
purposes, methods, and outcomes of the project are
clearly outlined for all involved.

The VSB helped with site selection, design and mate-
rials, and delivery of raised beds to the site. Parent
volunteers contributed hundreds of hours, including
Master Gardeners and those affiliated with the UBC
Farm’s Intergenerational Landed Learning Project
(http://m2.edcp.educ.ubc.ca/landedlearning). 
The award-winning ILLP program brings multi-
generational groups together with the shared goal of
fostering life-long learning and social responsibility
through the medium of agriculture and food systems.

Teachers Andrea and Kate customized the ILLP cur-
riculum to include age-appropriate activities for stu-
dents, from planting and observing the growth of single
seeds, to analysing the specific soil, water, nutrient,
and weather conditions required by each of the many
vegetables they planted.

In true community spirit, U Hill Secondary School
students were also recruited, particularly Jennifer
Kinakin’s Leadership Class who helped the younger
students plant both seeds and seedlings.

Hungry for more
And the children? To say they’ve been enthusiastic is
an understatement, and it’s a safe bet that each of the
498 students registered at U Hill has been involved with
the project. Major garden events – such as beginning to
plant seedlings that were started in classrooms – are
accompanied by palpable excitement in the hallways.
Vice-Principal Ankie Carswell was struck by the care
and tenderness the children showered upon “their”
plants, their wonder and delight with the “magic”
occurring before their eyes. Parents and teachers alike
have been gratified at how effectively the garden has
become a conduit between everyday life and virtually
every aspect of school life: counting, story-telling,
reading, writing, social studies, biology, chemistry,
history, nutrition… the list goes on and on.

Looking ahead
Now that it’s time to harvest the carrots, kale, cilantro,
and other vegetables, Phase 1 is coming to an end.
Soon, the students will have witnessed a full growing
cycle, and it’s time to look ahead to Phase 2: putting
the garden to bed for the winter, and planning how to
extend the planting area. Several apple trees have been
ordered and their delivery is eagerly anticipated.

Nancy and her team have begun exploring with
teachers how an outdoor classroom might be imple-
mented within the garden itself. Being able to conduct
lessons in this area would highlight the links between
theory and hands-on experience. Another exciting
possibility would be to make use of its exceptional – if
accidental – acoustics to construct a small amphithe-
atre. This would be ideal for presentations and nature
talks by community members, and could include
drama presentations, and concerts by the school
band, or other community musicians.

An invitation
The project’s coordinators are now searching for ways
to connect with the larger UEL community, and they
welcome feedback and suggestions regarding how the
program could be improved. The garden team hopes
that by having community volunteers’ participation,
U Hill will regain its status as a truly community-based
school, as it was in the early days of the UEL. Connie
assures me that having a so-called green-thumb isn’t
necessary; instead, the group invites “green-hearted”
individuals eager to facilitate connections between
indoor and outdoor classrooms to contact either
Nancy Brown or Andrea McEwan via the school,
604.713.5350. To learn more, see their blog:
http://uhillgarden.wordpress.com/

Perhaps the most convincing evidence of the program’s
success is that children who were once reluctant to get
their hands dirty now find themselves up to their
elbows in the stuff, and very happily, too. “Dirt is no
longer considered ‘dirty’,” Nancy writes in an email,
“but instead, a source of life, [just as] rain is celebrated
as a means to help the plants grow, and compostable
material is being collected and recognized as a school
resource, rather than the garbage it once was.”

And one more thing: they’re eating their veggies, too.

我们社区的青少年十分喜欢种植蔬菜的项目, 欢
迎全UEL居民参加。

What Plants are 
Most Suitable for Hedging?
The most common and popular cedar
hedging in the UEL is the Emerald Cedar
(Thuja occidentalis‘Smaragd’).” It has a
tight growth habit, can be trimmed easi-
ly to maintain its size and shape and can
grow up to 20-30 feet high.

Irish Yew is a classical hedging choice with
its soft short dark green needles and slow
growth. It forms a narrow and tight
hedge that can grow 20-30 feet. It is easy
to prune and shape and tolerates sun
and shade.

Portuguese laurel also makes an attractive
hedge with its shiny, glossy green slender
pointed leaves on striking red stems. In
the spring it has white tasseled flowers

and small red fruits. It grows to 15-20
feet and is easily pruned.

Rhododendron hedges are a spectacular
choice, especially in the spring with their
gorgeous array of colourful blooms.
They are evergreen and some can reach
up to 25 feet tall.

Other popular broadleaf evergreens
include: boxwood, choisya, elaeagnus
and pierus. Evergreen shrubs such as
photinia, escallonia, aucuba, ceonothus,
eunoymous, viburnum, blue holly and
Japanese privet make lovely hedges.

Along the driveway of the UEL office is
an impressive rugosa hedge that blooms
all summer.

Beyond 
Recycling
By Mar ia  Harr is ,  
Metro Vancouver Electoral Area Director

Over the past few years, I’ve observed a
groundswell of support for new and
innovative approaches to reducing the
amount of waste we produce, rather
than relying solely on recycling to lessen
the amount of material in the residential
waste stream. The most recent proof of
changing attitudes came on October
16th, 2013, when I was one of almost 600
delegates who participated in Metro
Vancouver’s third annual Zero Waste
Conference and witnessed the launch of
Canada’s National Zero Waste Council.
The event featured global visionaries
including: Dame Ellen MacArthur of
her eponymous foundation (Ellen
MacArthur Foundation), on the need
to re-think, re-design and promote the
vision of a circular economy; Dr.
Michael Braungart, a scientist and
leading advocate of ‘cradle-to-cradle’
design; and Dr. Richard Swannell of

the UK’s Waste and Resources Action
Programme on the ‘Love Food Hate
Waste’ campaign. Prominent senior
executives from Unilever Canada,
Loblaws, Wal-Mart, GM Rogers Arena
and Canucks Sports and Entertainment
and others engaged in special presenta-
tions on food waste, supply chain
innovations and the art and science of
zero waste, challenging delegates to
consider how to transition to a world
without waste – one that embraces the
circular economy and cradle to cradle
design principles. 

All of the conference presentations and
videos are available online:
http://www.metrovancouver.org/zwc/
presentations/

Learn more about the National Zero
Waste Council, and become a member
or supporter: http://www.nzwc.ca/

Replacing Old Trees and New Plantings
About three years ago, the UEL initiated a project to review and improve the health
of trees located on public property. Dead or dying trees, which could not be saved,
were removed, while the remaining trees have been pruned and fertilized. A limited
number of replacement trees have been planted, including in the area adjacent to the
pump station in Area C, in response to requests from local residents. The maintenance
program is now concluding; beginning Fall 2014, the UEL will work with arborists
to plan a replacement program for those trees that were lost.

Overgrown Vegetation: 
A Growing Concern
by Jaymie  Ho

The UEL is known for its beautiful gar-
dens and park-like properties. Over the
years, many trees and hedges have been
planted, delineating property lines and
providing a sense of privacy and secu-
rity in lieu of fences, which have height
restrictions. Hedges add structure and
character to gardens, providing shade,
wind-breaks, noise barriers and pollu-
tion protection. They attract birds and
other wildlife.

Too tall for anyone’s good?
But the tall trees and high hedges that
you admire over your morning coffee
may have become your neighbor’s
nightmare, blocking sunlight and
obstructing views, rotting fences and
decks or encouraging the growth of
slippery moss and mold. Think about it:
are your trees creating grief for your
neighbors? Tall hedges can be nuisance,
especially when neighbors can’t agree
on a suitable height amicably.

According to Dominique Massot, senior
landscaper at Massot Landscaping, “A
hedge should be kept as short as neces-
sary to meet its purpose; the taller they
get, the more expensive they are to main-
tain. There’s no sense letting them get
too high, especially with our Vancouver
winters and summer watering restric-
tions.” In his view, the biggest mistake
most landscapers make when pruning

is that they don’t take enough off. As
hedges become wider and taller, they
become more difficult to trim properly
and more subject to winter damage.

Landscapes that respect
your views… and mine
Our UEL bylaws require homeowners
to trim back any trees or hedges that
have grown over lanes or sidewalks in
order that pedestrians can enjoy full
access to sidewalks and drivers may see
around corners. Your landscaping
should not interfere with public services
such as power and sewer, nor should it
block important views or create undue
shade on your neighbor’s property. If the
height of your plants is not essential to
your privacy, please consider trimming

your plants back to open up views and
let in more sunshine. UEL bylaws state
that you should spiral, window or cut
back tall trees and in certain cases,
remove them altogether if your land-
scaping is limiting your neighbors’
enjoyment of their property.

Thinking of redeveloping?
Homeowners planning to redevelop
their properties should be aware that
the review of landscaping plans is an

important part of the Development
Permit process. Landscaping issues can
delay the UEL review process. Neigh-
bors may object to development plans
on the basis of restricted sunlight, pri-
vacy concerns, and view loss. In recent
years, homeowners have been required
to remove hedges, plant slower grow-
ing hedge varieties, remove trees, plant
trees in specific locations, and protect
trees from construction damage, to
name just a few examples.

Tall trees and hedges may 
cause headaches for everyone, 
including the homeowner

The VSB helped with site selection, design and materials, and delivery of raised beds to this site. 

Young Naturalist Club, a BC organisation that encourages children aged 5-12 to engage with the natural world.

The overgrown vegetation force pedestrians to walk partially or entirely on the grass, and trickier in our wet weather.

Priviet Hedge
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Home’s Fall 
Checklist
by Jaymie  Ho

Winter will soon be upon us and now is
a good time to prepare your home for
the cold, wet, stormy weather to come.
Will you be prepared if uprooted trees
result in a power outage or downed
power lines fall on or near your proper-
ty? What if a tree falls on your home or
you’re stuck in the snow unable to get
out of your driveway? By being proac-
tive now, you can lower your energy
bills, extend the life of your home
appliances, and make your property
safer for you and your loved ones.

What’s on your “Honey Do” list? Based
on previous experience with costly
emergency repairs, here is mine.

To avoid rain
damage/winter leaks:
Begin by inspecting and cleaning 
gutters and downspouts.

Check your roof for damaged or
curled shingles, corroded flashings
and leaking vents, and repair these as
necessary.

Drain outdoor faucets and irrigation
systems to protect against bursting
pipes.

Trim overgrown branches back from
the house

To stay warm and cozy
through the dark, cold 
winter months:
Inspect heating system and humidifier.
Clean or replace dirty furnace filters
to improve indoor air quality and
heating efficiency.

Have chimneys cleaned and checked
for cracks that could present a fire
hazard, and gas fireplaces inspected.

Test smoke and CO monitors and
ensure that batteries are replaced
annually. Check that fire extinguishers
are adequately charged and recharge/
replace as required.

Check weather stripping around
doors and windows for leaks and
repair as required.

To reduce slipping hazards:
Check for damaged walkways, drive-
ways, or steps. Repair as necessary,
and remove moss and algae.

Inspect outdoor lighting to ensure
good night-time illumination.

Buy snow shovels and de-icing com-
pound. Did you know that sprinkling
sand on icy patches improves traction,
while avoiding salt damage on leather
shoes and boots?

To deter rodents from setting
up shop in your home:
Ensure all vents and other openings
are covered to prevent insects, birds
and rodents from moving inside for
the winter.

Set rodent traps around the property.

Keep your bird feeders tidy, attach
baffles to deter squirrels and rats, and
use trays to reduce the amount of
seed falling to the ground.

Earthquake!
Perhaps most important of all is to make
sure you have an Emergency Kit. What
to include? Most authorities suggest at
least sufficient food, water, and essential
medical supplies to provide for each
member of your household – including
pets – for a minimum of four days,
preferably a week. You may also wish to
include a battery- or solar-powered
transistor radio, candles (and matches),
and blankets or sleeping bags. And yes,
maybe a bottle of scotch.

“The Kids” Remember
Jamie Everett
by Stephen Forgacs

In 1986 the University Endowment
Lands (UEL) formally dedicated a
block-long, triangular patch of some-
times-swampy grass, bordered by trees,
as Jamie Everett Memorial Park. Today
the park offers passersby a place to relax
and children a place to play. In that sense
the park, although since redesigned by
UEL resident Cornelia Oberlander, is
unchanged. For generations local chil-
dren have made this park their own and,
though the man for whom the park was
named is unknown to them, in their play
they are realizing Jamie Everett’s dream.

Jamie Everett grew up in the UEL and
graduated from University Hill Sec-
ondary (UHill). By the early 1970s he
was doing, almost singlehandedly,
what scores of people today strive to
do: organizing drop-in activities for
neighbourhood kids, giving those kids
a safe place to hang out, and building
community; all this long before “build-
ing community” became the catch-
phrase it is today. Jamie secured the
space for neighbourhood kids to play
drop-in sports and swim in the gym
and pool at the foot of the slope that
then housed the Jericho Hill School for
the Deaf and is today home to West
Point Grey Academy.

“Open Gym became an institution for
dozens of boys and girls from UHill,”
says Denis Ellickson, who met Jamie in
the mid-’70s when Jamie coached his
baseball team. “Eventually we also used
this great facility for other events like
floor hockey and volleyball, all coordi-
nated by Jamie.”

The success and popularity of Open
Gym may have inspired Jamie to take the
next step and establish a community
recreation centre, known as ComRec,

in the basement of the United Church
on University Boulevard.

“Jamie saw a need – not just for the less
well off kids, but for all kids – for a place
to come and hang out and be safe; a
place to call their own,” says Ellickson.
“ComRec provided not just a hang out,
but also activities and field trips. Over
the years there were many trips to 
Cultus Lake and beyond. There were
camping trips, basketball leagues and
more. Through ComRec, Jamie also
provided summer camps for younger
kids which led to summer jobs for
some of us older kids.”

Nicola Nasedkin-Potter, another UHill
grad who spent time at ComRec, was one
of those kids who found in ComRec
both a place to socialize and an oppor-
tunity to share her love of dance.

“I taught some dance classes under the
ComRec name and used the church for
a performance for the parents,” she says.
“Now that I have children of my own I
realize even more how great it was to
have a place to go and hang out.”

According to the “kids” who knew Jamie,
he was much more than simply a com-
munity organizer. He became a friend
and mentor to many.

“The incredible thing is how many of us
Jamie impacted, and all the great mem-
ories that he left us with, in his very
short life,” says Mathias Tobias, a UHill
classmate of Ellickson. “I met Jamie in
1972, when he and his best friend John
Harrison coached us in baseball. I had
come from Chile and my English was
still developing, and so were my friend-
ships, but just knowing Jamie and hav-
ing him take an interest in me, gave me
all the confidence and friendships I
would ever want.”

Following Jamie’s death at the age of 34
in 1985, his “kids” set out to establish a
lasting and appropriate memorial for
the friend who had had such an impact
on their lives.

“Getting the park named after Jamie
came to us naturally, because that park
and surrounding area was so much a
part of Jamie’s and our early years,” says
Tobias. “When Jamie passed away he was
known by every UBC administrator,
municipal and religious leaders, high
school principals, village store owners,
and neighbourhood parents. The reality
was that the park was his; we just had to
make it official. We spoke with the UEL
administration, and as I recall never had
any opposition to our idea of naming
the park after Jamie.”

In a few short years Jamie Everett
established programs that would reach

dozens if not hundreds of neighbour-
hood children. He created opportuni-
ties for young people to socialize in a
safe and supervised environment and
to form friendships that would last a
lifetime.

“Why did Jamie do it? I believe that,
coming from a privileged background,
he felt this was the ‘right thing’ to do
and that he was extremely good at it,”
says Ellickson. “I know he thoroughly
enjoyed it and wanted nothing more out
of life. He felt a sense of pride in doing
something positive and it gave him a
real sense of belonging. But most of all,
Jamie felt most comfortable with us
kids – that was obvious from the get go.
He treated all of us with respect and I
believe he felt this was what he was
meant to do.”

Stephen Forgacs hung out with Jamie at
ComRec in the 1970s.

Where is he now? 
Bruce Stenning, past Manager of the UEL

For many years, Bruce Stenning was a
well-known figure in the U Hill com-
munity. He often could be seen pedaling
his bike to the administration office,
where for 21 years, he was the UEL’s
Manager. Bruce retired in March 2007
but he’s biking more than ever now.

From commuter cyclist to
road warrior
He celebrated his new retirement free-
dom in September, 2007, with his first

big bike ride. He and some friends set
off from Victoria and biked along the
Pacific coast highway right down to the
Mexican border. It took three weeks.
“After the first week, we were really tired
but then you get into a routine and look
forward to each day,” Bruce said recent-
ly.He learned the hard way. “With bike
riding, sooner or later, you’re going to
fall off your bike. I had a period when I
had lots of falls.”

Those stopped when he realized he had
to slow down for curves or on wet roads.

From road warrior 
to competitor
Since then, he’s completed a number of
GranFondo bike races, including the
Whistler event. Bruce’s wife Valerie has
also taken up biking and the couple
have travelled to France and the Adri-
atic coast specifically to cycle. Early in
his retirement, Bruce and Val drove
their motorhome across the southern
U.S. every winter to cycle in different
locales. Now, they head south for a long

stay in Tucson which Bruce says is ideal
for serious long-distance biking.

And his next trip? Perhaps the 160km
Santa Rosa GranFondo, a gruelling
ride that starts in Sonoma County,
directs riders through the hills to the

Coast, then heads south for a stretch
before turning east and finishing back
at the starting point.

Bruce and Val return home to Vancouver
each spring to spend time with their
three children and seven grandchildren.

By taking remedial action now, 
we can save both time and money

Since retiring in 2007, Bruce devotes even more time to cycling

For generations local children have made this park their own and, 
though the man for whom the park was named is unknown to them, 

in their play they are realizing Jamie Everett’s dream.

According to the “kids” who knew Jamie, he was much more than simply a
community organizer. He became a friend and mentor to many.
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Unbalanced
How an effort to improve
governance and control 
goes out-of-control and 
becomes “ungovernable”
By Maciek Kon, Area C resident

UEL residents are considering estab-
lishing a stand-alone community with
its own, local municipal government
replacing the current model of a
“Provincial community” administered
by Provincial Staff. There are numer-
ous opinions on pros and cons of both
arrangements. Below, I discuss how, in
my opinion, this change, will destroy
the balance in our community and lead
to unfair treatment of residents.

Naturally Balanced Community
Since its inception, UEL was predomi-
nantly a single-family community with
comparable demands in terms of com-
mon infrastructure and common
spaces. Development of the multi-
family area within the UEL changed
that and created a mixed community.

From taxation perspective, single family
taxpayers pay much higher, “per door”
(per family really), property taxes and
multi family property owners pay less
in dollar terms.

The success of creating our mixed
community lies in the fact that both
groups are approximately equal in terms
of population, each with about 2,000
residents. (Editor’s note: the current count
of homes is 445 detached and 1,163
multiple-family dwellings. The number of
residents in each group is not known, but
thought to be about 40% in single-family
and 60% in multiple-family)

Because of similar population sizes both
groups of residents effectively have the
same number of votes thus ensuring
that neither of the two groups can take
advantage of another.

Single family taxpayers cannot vote-in a
reduction in their property taxes to avoid
paying for common resources while
multifamily voters would not be able to
successfully pass an unfair increase in
property taxes to spend on “amenities”.

This is a balanced relationship where
rational but diverging preferences of
both parties are kept in check. A single
family resident cannot reduce their tax-
es to the point where there is no money
left to build a park while their multi-
family neighbours cannot demand
more taxes from their neighbour to pay
for an extravagant public venue.

Safeguards
In addition to that “natural balance” our
community benefits from two impor-
tant governance mechanisms that help
in preserving fairness – ward system of
resident representation and… the UEL
Manager.

Having a ward system helps with rep-
resentation of smaller or less active
populations. If that was to fail, a UEL
Manager steps in as an independent
mediator.

Population Explosion
Block F development will have the effect
of nearly doubling the multifamily
population. The 50/50 population bal-
ance of today will become 2-to-1
against single family taxpayers. (Edi-
tor’s note: Block F is estimated to add
about 1,420 units, making the split
something like 445 single-family and
2,583 multiple-family homes within
about 10 years).

One person, One vote, Off-balance
Under a stand-alone, self-governing
village model there is no natural balance
to ensure that the 2⁄3rd of multifamily
voters will not impose unfair tax
demands on the 1⁄3rd of single family
neighbours.

Simple and brutally honest math shows
that our community will be exposed to
multi-family voters, acting rationally in
their best interest, extracting resources –
money through taxes – from their single-
family neighbours to spend on “com-
munity amenities” that are specific to
higher-density, multi-family living but
out-of-place in a single family setting.

It is not an expression of opinion, it is a
simple fact. We will have two groups of
residents with different requirements
and different dollar tax burdens, and one
group will be twice as large as the other.

Overwhelmed
Safeguards that are functioning now will
not be sufficient with our new popula-
tion breakdown. An independent, third-
party arbiter will be gone and replaced
with democratically elected mayor that
will get their mandate from the majori-
ty – the 2⁄3rds of residents. Minority
councillors representing single family
residents through the ward system will
not be able to right the unbalanced
process.

Building Stability
Stable structures achieve their stability
through design, not by adding crutches.
Simple designs are often most stable.
Training wheels do not improve stability
of a bicycle rider. For us to hope that we
can micro-manage dramatically oppos-
ing, and natural, goals is unreasonable.

Our governance review must include
tough considerations of designing a
stable community. We cannot argue
with demographics any more success-
fully that we can with tides, or seasons,
or aging.

For U-Hill Village to be successful we
need to consider its future population.
That includes looking at a village that
builds on the success of UEL to-date
with its multi and single family popu-
lations having comparable voice.

In practice it might mean working with
landowners, Province and UBC to find a
suitable fit for Block-F within the UNA.
It might also include considering
returning to a village composed of sin-
gle family residences with multi family
areas finding more synergies within
the UNA structure.

No Turning Back
As we embark on this journey those
might be some of the points worth
considering. We should also remember
that once this change is made there is
no going back to our current system –
for better or worse – so we better work
hard, ask hard questions and get straight
answers before we make a decision.

The Old Barn: 
A Welcoming Community Centre
The Old Barn Community Centre,
located on the UBC campus, offers a
variety of arts, language, education,
and fitness programs for members of
the public of all ages. While UNA/UBC
members, and Community Services
Card holders pay a discounted rate for
fee-based programs, UEL residents are
welcome to participate, albeit at the
“regular” cost.

The Old Barn also offers a number of
free special events, including a com-
munity movie night on the first Satur-
day of each month. Scheduled from
6pm – 9pm, it’s a good bet for those
with school-aged children; you’ll find
titles listed at www.oldbarn.ca. Hal-
loween and Christmas festivities are
also popular child-centred events and
include crafts, games, and concerts.

Free courses on a weekly or monthly
basis cover a wide gamut of activities:
mahjong, chess, a book club, Chinese
Newcomer Parent Group, Prepare for
Literacy lectures, Pacific Spirit and
UBC Walk and Talk Club, and the UNA
Men’s Choir. The Centre’s living room
includes ample seating, tables for
studying or board games, a children’s
play area complete with toys, books
and puzzles, and a small library.

Exercise space and meeting rooms
There’s even a fitness room with cardio
machines and free weights, offering
memberships to anyone aged 13 and
older. UEL residents pay a very reason-
able $300/year to access this space,
compared to the UNA/UBC rate of
$200/year.

For those planning a private function,
the Old Barn has two meeting rooms,
the first of which is approximately
1000 sq ft, which seats about 45 guests.
The second room is slightly smaller,
725 sq ft, with seating for 35. Each

room rents for $175/4 hours, and
$275/8 hours, and includes set up,
clean up, and taxes. Birthday parties for
kids can be booked on Saturday from
1pm – 3pm.

New immigrant 
community embraced
According to Hong Chen, who lives in
Area D and sits on the Community
Advisory Council (CAC), Old Barn
community activities are quite well
attended by Chinese and Korean resi-
dents. The impressive Chinese Lunar
New Year celebration included demon-
strations of Tai Chi, traditional Chi-
nese fan dances, tae kwon do, and
music performances by children of all
ages. Hong’s other favourites include
the annual September Barn Raising
event, banking seminars, book club
discussions and cooking classes. The
book club meets monthly and partici-
pants take turns selecting books to
review and providing refreshments.

Although the cooking club meets at the
University Chapel – the Old Barn does-
n’t have a full kitchen – it is also funded
by the UNA and the inaugural meeting
featured lobster! Recent classes have
focused on fruit desserts and French
cuisine. What Hong enjoys most about
these events are the opportunities they
offer to make new friends and relax
with neighbours.

Office hours are Monday – Friday,
9:30am – 5:30pm; the fitness room, 
7am – 11pm.

A word of warning: parking is difficult.
If possible, plan to walk or ride your
bike; local side streets are permit park-
ing only. Patrols are frequent, and
offending vehicles are towed.

A Fond Farewell: 
Robert James Mair
Robert James Mair, a long-term Area B
resident, leader, and steadfast support-
er of the UEL community, passed away
on September 16th, at the age of 77,
from cancer. Bob is greatly missed by
his loving wife, Merren, their three
children, Jane, Sarah and Geoff, seven
grandchildren, loyal Labrador, Holly,
and many wonderful friends.

A local boy
Born in Vancouver, Bob graduated from
Britannia High School, before earning
a Bachelor of Commerce (’59) and
Bachelor of Laws (’60) from UBC. He
then pursued legal studies in the USA,
and obtained his Master of Laws (’61)
from Harvard Law School. A member
of Queen’s Counsel, Bob spent 42 years
with Lawson Lundell, where he acted
on behalf of key BC companies in con-
struction, resources, and finance,

before retiring as one of Vancouver’s
most respected corporate lawyers.

Bob was a true outdoorsman and
enjoyed fishing, skiing, hiking, biking,

and beaching with his family and dogs.
He also enjoyed tennis and golf, and
was warmly regarded at Shaughnessy
Golf Club. He particularly loved
exploring the forests of Pacific Spirit
Park and spending time at both Nita
Lake and Whistler. In recent years, he
often said that his favorite parts of each
day were his walks in the UEL neigh-
borhood with Merren and Holly.

A community leader
Bob generously shared both time and
wisdom with the UEL community
through his strong leadership on the
UBC Ratepayer’s Association board,
where he worked hard to ensure that
residents’ concerns were expressed and
understood. In addition to his signifi-
cant contributions to issues of local
governance, he represented residents
on matters of taxation and finance. He

firmly believed that UEL residents
need to assume greater responsibility
to ensure a high level of community
involvement in all decisions concern-
ing local land use issues, development
applications, transportation planning,
and services. Bob’s community service
inspired many UEL residents, includ-
ing his wife, Merren, who represented
Area B on the Advisory Development
Committee from 2000-2010. These
years proved a pivotal time in the rede-
velopment of Area D/University Hill
commercial centre, and included sig-
nificant improvements to UEL schools.

At the memorial service held on Sept
23rd, Geoff Mair described how his
father led by example, instilling in his
children the values of perseverance,
honesty, joy, and true love for the out-
doors.

He will be missed.

Police Blotter
Also on May 30th, some soccer balls were stolen from the
Vancouver Whitecaps training facility. A number of youths
were later located with the fourteen soccer balls, each val-
ued at $150.

Two males were charged with being in possession of stolen
property that had very recently been stolen from an Allison Rd.
address. Charged were Michael BORETSKY (B:1983-09-16)
and Ted STEPHENS (B:1982-11-15).

Changes in detachment personnel include the following:
Sgt. Drew GRAINGER arrived here from Surrey Detach-
ment about a month ago and CPL. Wade DARGATZ
arrived from Prince Rupert a couple of weeks ago. Both
have extensive police experience and are great additions to
the detachment.

On the Community Policing front, our volunteer group is
now operating and are doing regular patrols in the commu-
nity. – S/SGT. Darren MALCOLM

The recent late-night sexual assaults on women have been
the detachment’s top priority. One offense occurred in April,
another in May, the next in September, followed by three
attacks in October. In all cases the offender targeted women
walking alone late at night and fled when the victim resisted
the attack. Our Division Major Crime Unit has taken con-
trol of the investigation. Suspect is described as a male in his
mid-twenties to early thirties. He has dark hair with a dark-
er complexion, is of a thin build and has been described as
anywhere from 5'8" tall to 6'2" tall.

Some of the other crimes in our area since our last 
report are as follows:
On May 30th, a stolen vehicle was driven through the doors
of the Staples store. Three males then stole thousands of
dollars’ worth of merchandise. One suspect was identified
through fingerprints and DNA. The investigation is contin-
uing and charges are anticipated soon.

The Old Barn also offers a number of free special events, 
including a community movie night on the first Saturday of each month.

The Old Barn Community Centre, 
located on the UBC campus, offers a
variety of arts, language, education,
and fitness programs for members of

the public of all ages.

Robert James Mair 
with his wife Merren

Western Parkway 上的交通问题

1. 与University Blvd 交点路口, 许多不注
意的行人, 加上进入停车场的汽车。

2. 与Dalhousie Road 交点旁边的倾斜角
度停车, 横过马路的行人, 再加上
Regent College 提议要建的车道(进入地
下停车场), 是很大的问题。

3. 从Dalhousie Road至Agronomy, 道路狭
窄, 尤其周末有路边停车。

我们的社区简要历史

在1986,我们的社区居民人口大致是
2,200,分布是 63%独家住房, 37%多户
家庭住房。

现在我们的社区居民大致有 1609 家
. 独家住房 445家, 多户家庭住房有
1163家. 总人口大致 4,150。

UBC 高尔夫球场旁边的新区将会使
总人口达到 7,000 左右。

居民的年龄和收入请看图表。分布
比较广。
图表请参阅第3页。

我们社区十分美丽, 但是园林维修
保养有一些问题, 尤其是长得太大
太高的树屏障。影响太阳光线, 导
致人行道湿滑苔霉, 十分不健康, 以
及导致行人危险。

我们社区法律附例要求居民及时修
剪, 避免恶劣后果。

冬天检查事项:
1. 清洁排水沟
2. 屋顶各种可能问题
3. 排空户外水管
4. 修剪树枝
5. 加热系统和空气过滤器
6. 清洁烟囱
7. 烟雾探测器, 灭火器, 和一氧化碳

探测器电池
8. 门窗闭合
9. 检查人行道, 不会留下裂缝障碍
10. 检查户外照明系统
11. 购买雪铲除冰产品
12. 密封开口,设置啮齿动物圈套
13. 准备紧急情况包裹

Letters to the editor
1. C区居民Greg Nelson抱怨Chancellor和
Drummond旁边的两个施工项目没有
得到居民的同意, 同时噪音非常大。

2. D区居民Joe Dolchewski (在UEL生活30
多年)抱怨杂草丛生的对冲, 影响行
人人行道。

3. A区居民Corinna Lusk抱怨扫叶机噪
音很大,空气污染也很大。

我们的社区需要您的帮助

社区行政指导委员会(CAC)和 社区规
划指导委员会(ADP)
社区行政指导委员会(CAC)有七名成
员, 每月开一次会议。委员会的功
能包括指导社区管理人员社区的各
种公共事务, 比如年度预算以便确

定新的一年的纳税额。

社区规划指导委员会(ADP) 负责社区
开发方面的事务, 有事开会, 每年几
次。

目前我们的社区有四个小区: A区(边
界:University Blvd, Chancellor, Acadia, and West-
brook) , B区(边界:Marine Drive, Chancellor), C
区 (小澳大利亚, 边界Blanca,高尔夫
球场等等), D 区 (边界:University Blvd,
Westbrook等等) 。

目前社区领导委员会(CAC) 成员分布:
A区(2) , B区(1), C区 (1), D 区(3) 。

在CAC九月的会议上通过一个计划:
准备在2014年十一月的大选不再分
区。整个UEL大区居民选举出UEL区
最好的七名成员。

Old Barn: 赏心悦目, 热情洋溢

Old Barn 社区活动中心(UNA)有许

多艺术, 语言, 教育, 和设施锻炼的

服务. 我们UEL 可以访问使用, 有些

免费, 有些常规价格。

根据Hong Chen (陈虹), 社区行政指

导委员会(CAC) 成员, Old Barn 的许

多活动十分受中国, 台湾, 韩国, 以
及其他许多国家的新移民的欢迎

。陈虹最喜欢的方面是通过这些

活动来结交新朋友, 与邻居们一起

放松身心。
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Letters to the Editor
Maintenance of the public realm
I write to inform UEL residents beyond Area C (“Little Australia”) of the difficulty we
have had with changes to our small and only park space at the corner of Chancellor and
Drummond Drive over the past year or two. Two large structures, one a sewer pump, the
other, an alarm system, were installed without any prior consultation with local residents.
The constant noise associated with these structures is disturbing to some residents,
especially at night. By any measure, they are an aesthetic disaster that obliterates most
of the space that previously has been used for neighbourhood BBQs and picnics, and
which in past years, residents had hoped to install playground equipment.

It appears that no consideration was given to our needs nor was there any discussion
regarding other possible options, such as connecting this sewer line to one just a block
away on W.4th Ave. Although shrubbery intended to hide this eyesore was planted
after residents complained, UEL management seemed reluctant to act and the work
was not done as residents had suggested.

Given the significant efforts required by all residents to ensure public notice and ap-
proval of any development to any property in our community, I would think the UEL
management should be held accountable to the same standards and requirements re-
garding the neighbours they serve. It is disappointing to say the least and worrisome
for the community as a whole.

Greg Nelson, Area C

Overgrown Hedges
This is in response to your recent Connections article on UEL maintenance. I am a lowly
renter who has lived on Toronto Road for some 30+ years, and while there have been
many changes here over that time the problem of UEL maintenance has not changed.

As an avid walker I am continually frustrated by the UEL Office’s ineffectiveness in
dealing with the problem of hedges encroaching on public sidewalks. Over the years,
I have complained to the UEL Office on several occasions but to no avail. If you can
wake them from their slumber, you have my blessing.

Joe Dolchewski, Area D

Gasoline-Powered Leaf Blowers
Did you know that a leaf blower operating for one hour emits 26 times the carbon
monoxide released by an average car? Did you know that a leaf blower generates
more than 75 decibels of noise 16 metres away from the machine, and that noise
above 75 decibels damages the human eardrum? Did you know that a leaf blower
stirs up toxic levels of lead, arsenic, chromium nickel and mercury in street dust,
which can damage children’s brains, kidneys and nervous systems?

Leaf blowers pollute the environment, damage our hearing, and are dangerous to our
health. Isn’t it time to ban them in our neighbourhood, so that we can enjoy a quieter
and healthier place to live?

Corinna Lusk, Area A

Wesbrook Mall Pedestrian Safety & Crossing Issues
I have lived at Chaucer Hall for the last five years while working at UBC, and cross
Wesbrook Mall at least ten times each week. Over this period, I’ve seen a large in-
crease in both traffic and the tendency of motorists to speed. Between Agronomy
Road and University Boulevard there is just one crosswalk, lighted at night and with
flashing orange lights. It has become extremely dangerous with many motorists ig-
noring the lights. I have almost been hit many, many times.

The Regent College development will add to the number of pedestrians. The area al-
ready permits access from Western Parkway to Wesbrook Mall opposite to the UBC
Hospital entrance. Hundreds of people cross here illegally each day, with many near
misses. I often chat with the Brain Research site flagman and he reports to me the in-
cidents he witnesses.

Safety-wise, this area is a mess for pedestrians. I understand the need to find the shortest
route, and our collective unwillingness to either cross at the crosswalk or via the light
at University Blvd. I know concerned parties are looking at this problem, but there is no
news as to a plan. What must happen, before someone gets seriously hurt or killed?

One: traffic between Agronomy and University Boulevard must be slowed. Two: add
a second crosswalk between Regent College and the UBC Dentistry parking lot.
Three, install pedestrian-controlled traffic signals at both crosswalks. These are the
most cost-effective and expedient solutions. Yes, I realise these present problems with
the Hospital interface, but better planners than I can figure that out. And they MUST,
before people die.

Scotty F. Henderson

Your Editor is Listening! Please Write
Got a comment on something you see in this issue of Connections?
Like it? Don’t like it? Got a gripe about something? Got a story
idea you want to pass on? Got a news item or notice about an
upcoming event you want to share?

We like to get mail. Write us at: uhillconnections@gmail.com

Kudos to Our Public Works Crew!
by Malcolm Tait

The UEL Sidewalk 
Survey Returns
Recently the UEL’s public works crew
undertook a sidewalk survey focused on
potential safety issues.

Two main concerns were identified:
Uneven sidewalks: although these occur
throughout the UEL, sidewalks in Area D
(the Village) are generally in better con-
dition than in other areas, which proba-
bly reflects the more recent development
of this area. The more challenging repairs
will be to sidewalks affected by the root
systems of nearby trees; these areas will
be addressed in the near future.

Hedges & other vegetation: restricted
access to sidewalks impedes pedestrians’
ability to pass; this is more widespread in
single-family areas. The UEL Adminis-
tration plans to contact property owners
directly regarding their responsibility
under the UEL Bylaw (section 30) to
keep plantings cut back so that they do
not encroach on sidewalks.

NB: where property owners fail to take
remedial action within a reasonable
time-frame, the UEL will be obliged to
take action in the interests of public safety.

In addition to these issues, it’s worth
noting that as a result of residential rede-
velopment, many stretches of sidewalk
are, coincidentally, being replaced at no
cost to taxpayers.

The maintenance work UEL works
crews have recently completed include:

lamp standardspainted in Little Aus-
tralia, Area D, and along Chancellor Blvd.

vegetation removed from curb edges in
all UEL neighborhoods.

all UEL fire hydrantspainted and
maintained.

municipal fencing in Areas A and B
painted.

Road signswere replaced and repaired
after vandalism.

NB: in one two-week period, the public
works crew replaced 21 stolen or dam-
aged signs.

in response to community concerns,
new speed bumpswere installed in Area
D along Western Parkway, in addition to
new curb drop-down ramps in Area A
on Wesbrook Crescent.

Inspection of storm drains and sewers:

The UEL storm and sanitary sewer net-
work is over 30km in length.

The UEL sewer network underwent a
complete maintenance check earlier this
year to cut back roots and other poten-
tial blockages in the system.

In addition, the condition of all pipes
was inspected by camera. This type of
inspection identifies specific areas that
require work, and helps ensure that
maintenance funds are spent effectively.
Camera images highlighted problem
areas ranging from small repairs or the
need to reline some pipes, to complete
replacement. Repairs will be undertaken
by a contractor and phased in over the
next year.

It’s not too early to start thinking
about running for election
Next civic election: November 2014

Community Advisory Council (CAC)
Become a member of your community Council.

The CAC is an important 
institution in the University Hill
community. You can make a

real difference.

Council has its own budget,
holds monthly meetings,
and hosts a number of
Town Hall meetings and

social events each year. It
also publishes our community
newspaper, Connections,
three times a year.

Advisory Design Panel (ADP)
The ADP reviews rezoning requests and development permit
applications. It consists of elected representatives and
design professionals. 




