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By Steven Threndyle

Vancouver’s most ambitious new neigh-
bourhood is finally beginning to come to 
fruition on the University Endowment 
Lands. Nine years after the provincial 
government transferred a 21.44-acre parcel 
of land to the Musqueam Indian Band as 
part of a historic reconciliation agreement, 
the first stage has begun to transform 
“Block F” into a living, vibrant community.

After thorough public consultation, the B.C. 
government and University Endowment 
Lands approved the development last year. 
Block F marks the first time a First Nations 

band in Vancouver is independently 
embarking on a comprehensive real estate 
development. It will provide ongoing 
financial support and education and 
employment opportunities to the 1,300 
members of the Musqueam Indian Band, 
which is the cultural group known as the 
Coast Salish, and the original settlers of 
Vancouver. Musqueam Capital Corporation, 
the band’s economic arm, is overseeing the 
development of Block F.

“There is a lot to look forward to as the 
Block F development gets under way,” said 
Doug Avis, vice president of real estate, 
Musqueam Capital Corporation. “Block F 
will add a range of housing options to the 
much-needed housing supply in Vancouver 
and on the UBC campus. And when 
complete, it will be a unique, inclusive, and 
complete neighbourhood with residences, 
retail shops, recreation facilities, and easy 
access to transit all located within one 
community.”

Block F will be built in phases over 10 to 12 
years. At build-out, it will be a fully-realized 
new community of 1,250 homes and an 
estimated population of 2,500 residents. 
The community will offer a wide variety of 
housing types, including four 18-storey 
condominium buildings, a 12-storey rental 
building, and a mix of four- to six-storey 
buildings and townhomes. A key component 
of the development will be affordable 
workforce housing for moderate income 
households.

Situated along a major transit corridor 
connecting UBC to downtown Vancouver, 

the new community will encourage “green 
mobility” like walking, cycling, public 
transport, electric cars, and carshare vehicles. 
In keeping with the existing green space 
found in adjacent Pacific Spirit Park, more 
than 60 percent of the overall site will be 
dedicated to open space, including eight 
acres of publicly-accessible parks, trails, 
wetlands, and greenways. Residents will have 
access to a community amenity building 
(15,000 square feet) with a gym/sport court, 
fitness centre, meeting rooms, and office 
space. Block F will also have a childcare 
facility for 40 children and a small retail 
village with shops, cafes, and a specialty 
grocery store.

Musqueam Capital Corporation began 
preparation of Block F in February. Under 
the strict supervision of environmental 
experts, select trees were harvested on 
approximately seven acres of the site 
between Acadia Road and University 
Boulevard. The work was done during the 
winter to avoid interfering with bird nesting 
season. All the wood that is removed will 
be repurposed for use throughout Block F 
and by the Musqueam people.

“We have carefully identified usages for the 
Block F development and Musqueam band 
members so we can repurpose all trees in a 
thoughtful manner,” said Jay Mearns, 
Musqueam band member and operations 
manager of Musqueam Capital Corpora-
tion. “For instance, red alder will be ideal 
for smoking fish for community events like 
weddings, funerals, memorial services, and 
Aboriginal Day celebrations. Maple, cherry, 
and cedar will go to our artists – people 
who carve canoes, and weavers who make 
hats and baskets. On site, among other 
things, the wood will be used to make 
house posts that will be placed at Block F 
as welcome signs and a reflection of 
Musqueam art and culture.”

Most of the mature coniferous trees will be 
retained and preserved for a centrally-located 
forest park at Block F.

In July and August, MCC will reconstruct 
Acadia Road, including adding a sidewalk  
on the UBC side of the street, where 
currently one does not exist. This work is 
scheduled during the summer in order to 
cause the least disruption to schools/
institutions in the area.

Musqueam Capital Corporation will 
maintain consistent communication with 
the surrounding community about its 
upcoming site activities and traffic man-
agement plans to allow residents to plan for 
any impending disruptions.

This article was submitted to Connections from 
Musqueam Capital Corporation

EVENTS:
CAC Regular Meeting
Monday, 24 April 2017 – 6:00pm
All CAC meetings will be held at 
the U Hill Community Space
Suite 300, 5755 Dalhousie Rd – above 
Starbucks, University Village

West Point Grey Residents Association 
Provincial Election  
Candidates Meeting
Wednesday, 26 April 2017 – 7pm 
Location:  West Point Grey United 

Church Hall  
4595 West 8th Ave at Tolmie St

社区咨询委员会会议
星期一 4月 24 日 晚上6:00pm

地址: Suite 300, 5755 Dalhousie Rd – 在University 

Village Starbucks的楼上

West Point Grey 居民协会

省选举候选人会议
星期三 4月 6 日 晚上7:00pm

地址: West Point Grey United Church Hall  

(459 West 8th Ave at Tolmie St)
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Attention Readers!
Please send us your comments, ideas 
for future articles, events and news we 
could use in Connections.
Send to: uhillconnections@gmail.com

Steve Butt Retires
Steve Butt, the Deputy Manager/Superintendent of Public Works is retiring after 15 years at the UEL. 
Steve, who came to Canada from England in 1975, says he leaves feeling good about his work in 
the UEL. He says he has done is best and has no regrets about his work with our community.

When asked about the things he is most pleased about, he mentioned the complete overhauling of 
our garbage collection system from a little Cushman golf cart type vehicle picking up small bins twice 
a week, to the successful system of solid waste, green waste and recyclables we now have. Steve 
also is happy with the way the infrastructure work has been proceeding, albeit after a slow start.

In terms of what he has found a challenge, 
Steve said that balancing the needs of the 
province with the needs of the community has 
required an effort, as did having had to train a 
series of four new managers in the peculiarities 
of running the UEL with its unique governance 
system. Working with an outdated bylaw has 
also been difficult and being essentially on call 
for emergencies 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
has also been a challenge.

Steve said working at the UEL has been both the 
most frustrating, and the most rewarding, job he 
has had in 50 years of working. He says he is 
going to take the next year to travel and assess 
the situation and then maybe do some voluteer 
work. We wish Steve all the best for the future.

we don’t seem to 
know our neighbours 

like we used to

by Constable  Ian Sim, 
UBC RCMP Community Liaison Officer

Every time I hear the term Block Watch, I 
can’t help but think of “Gladys Kravitz” (and 
her long-suffering husband, “Abner”) on 
the TV show, Bewitched 
(1964 – 1974).

Glayds lived acress the 
street from Darrin and 
Samantha Stevens, who 
were the main characters in the show. 
Good old Gladys Kravitz didn’t miss a 
thing. Nothing slipped by her. It seemed 
Gladys was permanently stationed at her 
front window, strategically positioned 
behind the curtains, watching everything, 
and everyone, on her street. Suspicious 
characters wouldn’t have made it more 
than half a block down the street without 
Gladys calling the police. What I wouldn’t 
give for a Gladys Kravitz on my street.

The reason I think of Gladys when I think 
of Block Watch is because she exemplifies, 

Once a break-in or other property crime 
has taken place, police officers commonly 
ask whether anyone – friends, family, 
neighbours – noticed anything unusual.

After a recent theft in a UEL home, RCMP 
investigators interviewed a neighbour who, 
fortunately, “…provided a detailed descrip-
tion of the [thief] exiting the property.”

This is where good neighbourly relations 
really pay off: let’s face it, none of us are 
home all the time and watching out for one 

by Lisa O’Donnell

Blockwatch is a Police-initiated program in 
which neighbours watch out for one another 
and their homes, and report suspicious activity 
to the RCMP. One resident acts as an organizer 
(called a “Captain”) who becomes the point 
person for any information about actual or 
potential crime or unusual activity in the 
neighbourhood, and who then shares this 
information with neighbours who have joined 
Block Watch. All that is required is that the 
Captain has each neighbour’s email addresses 
and/or phone numbers.

If a crime occurs on a property, the Captain 
and the police are informed and the Captain 
lets the neighbours know to watch for suspicious 
people or missing property. We had just such 

an incident in Little Australia last fall: a neigh-
bour reported a bike missing from their garage 
to their Block Captain.

Meanwhile, a neighbour two doors down 
found the bike and was able to return it to its 
rightful owner!

It is also very convenient to have this information 
in emergencies such as power outages. In my 
neighbourhood, people call each other to offer 
help as needed – for instance, one neighbour 
might have a chain saw to help someone else 
with a fallen tree.

There’s something really special about knowing 
our neighbours and I like feeling that if 
something goes wrong, there’s a good chance 
than many of us will recognize it quickly.

in a roundabout way, what Block Watch is 
all about: neighbours simply looking out 
for one another and their neighbourhood. 
That is the secret, if you will, of Block 
Watch’s value.

Unfortunately, Block 
Watch has seen somewhat 
of a downward slide in 
recent years. Perhaps it’s 
just a sign of the times  

but we don’t seem to know our neighbours 
like we used to. Police resources continue 
to be stretched further each year. People 
are busy and neighbourhoods have a 
higher turnover rate than in decades past.

All is not lost, however. Far from it. Where 
Block Watch does still exist, such as in the 
UEL’s Little Australia, I see residents who 
care deeply about their community and who 
generally know their neighbours. Having 
established lines of communication is the 
key, whether you live in a single-famiy 
dwelling, a townhouse complex, or an 

another’s houses makes sense.

Here’s why you should care:
•  Squatters were discovered in empty 

homes on Acadia Rd, Newton Wynd, and 
Western Parkway.

•  Thefts from a home on Allison Rd, 
vehicles on Western Parkway and Acadia 
Rd, a garage on Wesbrook Cresc.

•  Suspicious persons attempting entry into 
homes on Wesbrook Cresc.

Determined thieves will find a way past the 
most up-to-date security systems. Let’s 
work together to discourage property 
crime before it happens.

apartment building. The benefits of knowing 
one’s neighbours and maintaining open lines 
of communication (including phone and/
or email) far exceed the single purpose of 
Crime Prevention, as important as this is.

Situations in which established lines of 
communication prove their worth include: 
rapidly unfolding police emergencies, 
natural disasters (weather/flooding, 
earthquake), fire, a lost child or elderly 
person or pet, going away on holidays, 
organizing a summer block party, or even 

something as simple as borrowing a cup of 
sugar from a neighbour, as I had to do last 
week. (The success of my cheesecake 
depended on it!)

Everyone benefits when we look out for one 
another, whether in an established Block 
Watch program as is the case in Little 
Australia, or whether neighbours informally 
maintain good lines of communication 
between one another. I think it’s called 
Quality of Life.

Try it and you’ll understand what I mean.

The value of Block Watch

Let’s talk about crime

Blockwatch: a great way to  
know your neighbours!

Security camera reveals unknown people lurking on a UEL property.

鄰舍守望計劃
鄰舍守望計劃秉承鄰舍互相幫忙的概
念.  居住在同一條街上的房屋與公寓
透過姓名, 電話, 和地址, 建立一個溝通
的橋樑.  參加者互相幫忙看護家園並
將可疑事件報告給警察及大家.  要減

低罪案率, 這樣的聯繫是非常重要的.

不要闊手懶理 - 積極點, 為你的社區出
一分力.  若歹徒知道鄰近的居民都很
留意事情的話, 可避免入屋爆竊發生.  
為免你成為入屋爆竊的受害者, 請立刻
來參加鄰舍守望計劃.
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Why is it so hard to make our sidewalks safe for pedestrians?
by Dave Forsyth, CAC President

The issue of construction site material spilling over our neigh-
bourhood sidewalks has long been a problem in the UEL. Along 
with this problem is the fact that construction fencing is usually 
placed so close to sidewalks that the feet protrude over the 
sidewalk and create a dangerous trip hazard.

On numerous occasions the Community Advisory Council has 
asked the Manager to deal with this problem but he has refused, 
stating that his actions are consistent with those in other Munici-
palities. After hearing stories of residents tripping over fence feet, 

the CAC passed a motion that directed the CAC President to 
contact the Manager’s superior in an attempt to correct this 
ongoing problem.

The following letters are a result of that motion.

Ms Nicola Marotz January 15, 2017
Executive Director, Governance and Structure Branch
Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development

Dear Ms Marotz:
As President of the UEL Community Advisory Council (CAC), I am writing to you today on 
the Council’s behalf due to the UEL CAC’s complete frustration with the Manager, Jonn 
Braman and his lack of action with respect to construction site safety. Construction site 
maintenance and safety has long been a concern of the CAC (and the Community at large) 
with a particular and ongoing concern being the placement of construction site fencing.

During the last several years we have had an increasing number of new homes under 
construction, with some homes taking several years to complete. As a result, construction 
fencing seems to have become a common sight throughout the UEL. In most cases the 
construction fencing at these work sites is placed along the sidewalk, with 
the metal feet protruding across the sidewalk. I have attached a few 
photographs to illustrate the situations we are currently dealing with 
as well as sites from the recent past. The property line is generally a 
foot or so from the edge of the sidewalk and so these fences are 
located entirely on UEL public property. These properties are very 
deep and so moving the fences onto private property would not 
cause any problems for the Contractor.

As you can see these metal feet present a very real trip hazard especially 
during the darker winter months or when pedestrians, for whatever 
reason, are not overly attentive to the placement of the fencing feet. The 
single-family area of the UEL is an older demographic with some residents being less 
competent on their feet. The consequence of an older resident falling, or any pedestrian for 
that matter, could be extremely severe. The CAC has asked the Manager on many occasions 
to have the fences moved away from the sidewalk or, at the very least, have the feet moved 
parallel to the sidewalk. In all cases he has refused to take action of any sort. If someone 
does indeed hurt themselves this could become a serious legal matter because the fences 
are completely on public property and the risks were foreseen.

The CAC is confused and frustrated by the Manager’s lack of response to our repeated 
requests to address the risks posed by construction fencing. Our interests for safe sidewalks 
are completely unrepresented by the Manager and so we feel that we have no choice other 
than appeal to you. I am therefore asking you, on behalf of the CAC and the Community, 
to represent our concerns on this topic with the Manager so that it is once again safe for 
everyone to walk on the sidewalks in our neighbourhood.

Yours sincerely,

Dave Forsyth
President, UEL Community Advisory Council

January 25, 2017

Dear Mr. Forsyth:
Thank you for the e-mail of January 15 regarding your concerns that the UEL Manager is not 
taking action with respect to construction site safety. I have now had the opportunity to 
review the information you provided and to discuss your concerns with the UEL Manager.

Best management practice for residential properties undergoing construction is to provide 
temporary fencing for site security and public safety. In most cases, though not exclusively, 
this involves staging portable metal fencing at the property line. These fences are necessarily 
moveable, to allow workers, contractors, goods and equipment to access and exit the 
property; such activity on a property will vary in intensity over the course of a demolition 
or construction process.

The UEL’s approach to the placement of such fencing does involve standards and expectations 
as follows:

•  advising that such fences should generally be located on or inside the 
property line and at the edge of the sidewalk; where that is not practical, 

the fence footings on the sidewalk or public realm should be as flat 
as possible;
•  following up with on site supervisors to remedy unsafe fencing 

practices identified in the course of a site inspection;
•  following up in the course of a site inspection on concerns about that 

specific site brought to the UEL’s attention; and
•  monitoring the overall situation (e.g. to determine if more specific instructions 

are needed for all building permit applicants)

Because of the portability of these fences and factors such as amount of goods delivered and 
number of trades accessing a site at different times, there will be circumstances where the 
fences are incorrectly placed, or where goods and materials are erroneously located outside 
the property. And there is variability among different site contractors as well. I understand 
that the UEL’s building inspectors provide those sites with extra attention during their site 
visits. Nevertheless, demolition and construction are disruptive activities and it is not 
possible for inspectors to monitor or enforce every activity at every time of day.

While I can appreciate that there can be frustration in the community regarding particular 
sites at certain times in the demolition or construction process, I have every confidence 
that the approach laid out above – the approach that has and continues to be taken by the 
UEL Manager and his staff – is a reasonable one, consistent with other communities in the 
Lower Mainland. I know that the UEL Manager appreciates community members continuing 
to advise his office when they see a problem at a particular site, as that information can be of 
great assistance to the monitoring and inspection process. If you or other residents observe 
concerns with contractors, please provide the information with as much detail as possible 
(date, location etc) so that this can be taken into account during site inspections.

I hope that this information is of assistance to you; please feel free to follow up with Jonn 
Braman, UEL Manager, if you have any questions about the approach to construction site safety.

Sincerely,

Nicola Marotz
Executive Director, Governance and Structure Branch
Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development

鄰舍守望計劃
一直以来，在UEL社区建筑施工的过
程中，建筑材料溢到行人道上这一问
题危害了行人安全。此外, 靠在行人道
上施工围栏更会成为安全隐患。UEL
的社区咨询委员会已将这一问题提

交、反映给UEL经理,可问题仍然存
在 。 听 完 居 民 踩 踏 栅 栏 的 事 件 之
后，CAC通过了一项议案。以下信件
是该决议的最终结果。
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Capital projects updateTroubling trees could fall on power lines
by Jonn Braman, 
Manager, UEL Administration

The UEL’s capital projects for the 2016/2017 
year are proceeding well but have been 
challenged by this winter’s unusual weather 
conditions.

New storm sewers were installed on Wesbrook 
Crescent and Allison Rd, and are underway on 
Western Parkway. Roads are dug up to place a 
new main line which is connected to the existing 
storm sewer system, and ‘lateral’ lines are run to 
each property. An inspection/clean out is placed 
on the boulevard at or near the property; homes 
with separated sanitary and storm connections 
are connected to the new system. Older homes 
with combined sanitary and storm lines will 
remain unchanged until they are substantially 
renovated or replaced. 

Specific challenges included an unknown older, 
second sewer line that had collapsed, plus an 
old gas line that was not on the drawings. With 
the gas line, the company’s safety plan worked 
and both the fire department and Fortis gas 
responded causing a temporary evacuation, but 
most folk took it in stride. 

To facilitate the Western Parkway sewer work, a 
new water line was installed ahead of time in the 
Bridal Path. At times, water service was disrupted 
during the work and unfortunately, will be again 
when final connections are made.

Road paving associated with the infrastructure 
work has also been delayed, but should be 
underway shortly. This includes those areas in 
which storm sewers were installed, plus patches 

Seventeen residents on Acadia Road between 
Chancellor and University Blvd have made a 
plea to BC Hydro and Pacific Spirit Park 
management for a solution to some dangerous 
trees. The residents live on the east side of 
Acadia, with properties backing onto the park 
with 12,500-volt power lines running behind 
their back fences, just within 
the park boundary.

In the past couple of years 
there have been numerous 
incidents of trees falling on 
the power lines, which in 
turn fall on to the lower voltage lines feeding the 
houses. The result: 12,500 volts flowing into 
these homes, damaging or destroying much in its 
path, including main panels, appliances, and 
electronics. In one case repair costs have 
reached almost $50,000; in another, a house 
caught fire.

Many residents on the street view the situation 
as intolerable and believe that trees in danger 
of falling on the power lines should be either 
removed or pruned.

The 60-year old alder and cottonwood trees in 
this particular area are the problem, having 
sprung up after this portion was cleared for 
housing in the late 1950s. The housing was 
never built. These trees are pioneer species: 
short-lived with short wood fibres, making them 
brittle. They weaken at about 60 years and 
begin falling down, especially alders. Eventual-
ly, natural succession will replace these species 
by stronger, longer-lived conifers.

BC Hydro, which is responsible for keeping the 
power lines safe, and Metro Vancouver Parks, 

related to house and sidewalk construction 
throughout the UEL. 

Disruptive, yes, but a signficant milestone. 

Once work is finished all of Area A will have 
separated storm and sanitary sewer mains – a 
significant environmental milestone moving 
away from the old combined sewers.

Overall, the UEL has received many compliments 
from residents regarding the contractor and 
their crew! And, yes, the missing hedge will be 
replaced at the end of Wesbrook Crescent.

Looking ahead to summer 
The significant capital project planned for 2017/ 
2018 is replacing a major water line running 
along University Boulevard. It services Area C, 
the University Golf Course, hydrants along the 
boulevard, and ties into the water mains from the 
Sasamat Reservoir near St. Anselm’s Church. Now 
at the end of its service life, this line has had many 
leaks, particularly during the recent snowfalls.

To avoid disrupting the large trees, the new line 
will be installed in the centre boulevard. This 
work will be highly disruptive to traffic flow and 
therefore must be conducted in the summer 
months, the majority being in July/August.

Planning is underway with UBC for a project on 
Wesbrook Mall and at the intersection with 
University Blvd.

UEL Administration and Public Works recognises 
that infrastructure projects present unexpected 
challenges and scheduling changes that are often 
outside the UEL’s or contractor’s control. We are 
mindful of these and try our best to minimize 
disruption. We appreciate your patience.

which owns the trees, have been understanding 
and cooperative. Both agencies have sent 
people to inspect the site. Plainly, BC Hydro has 
been aware of this particular issue for some 
time since they have had to repair several 
downed lines, usually in nasty weather.

So far BC Hydro has 
inspected the trees and 
marked those with signs of 
disease or damage with 
paint. In July and August, 
once the ground is hard-
ened up enough to get 

equipment along the access easement, Hydro 
will either remove the dangerous trees entirely 
or reduce their crowns so that should they fall, 
they cannot hit the power lines.

On October 6, 2016 a number of houses on Acadia 
Road were hit with a 12,500-volt attack to their house 
wiring due to falling trees.

UEL Administration on Block F
by Jonn Braman,  
Manager, UEL Administration

Since the UEL office receives inquiries 
regarding our role in the Block F project, 
I’d like to provide an update from the 
Admininstration’s perspective. 

The developer, Musqueam Capital Corpo-
ration (MCC), is responsible for their 
communications and have provided updates 
to the UEL Community Advisory Council 
(CAC) and various neighbours. They have a 
website and share email updates on request. 

So what’s underway?
MCC has begun clearing select trees on the 
site, which they are entitled to do and, in fact, 
is necessary to enable them to do further 
investigative work to assist in the design of 
buildings and infrastructure planned for 

the site. They have a number of qualified 
professionals overseeing and monitoring 
this work.

MCC will continue with Phase 1 of the 
project: subdivision of the lots on the north 
end of the site, including the community 
centre, wetland area, community park, 
commercial area, and rental housing.  
This area is demarcated by the fencing  
now in place.

UEL Admin’s role
As the local regulatory body, the UEL’s role, 
defined in the bylaws, includes enforcing the 
zoning requirements, a role in subdivision 
approval, development permitting, and 
building permitting. UEL management 
meets regularly with MCC senior staff to 
understand the work planned and underway. 
We review the many documents and facilitate 
completion of agreements required at 
different stages by the bylaws. This includes 
traffic management plans during tree 
removal and site clearing, and a works and 
services agreement for tree removal on the 
public land along Acadia Rd. The UEL’s  
engineering professionals visit the site 
periodically to advise the Administration 
as to whether specifics such as storm water 

management and tree protection for the 
new park are proceeding as agreed.

As part of that work, and as agreed in the 
zoning bylaws, MCC must install the 
underground infrastruc-
ture for this portion of the 
property. Once completed, 
the infrastructure will be 
turned over to the UEL as 
is typical in other jurisdic-
tions. The biggest part of 
this infrastructure will be 
a deep sanitary sewer line 
along Acadia Road, designed to meet the 
grades necessary to tie into the UEL’s 
existing sewers. Block F is the highest 
section of the UEL and the depth will be a 
challenge. To reduce disruptions in traffic 
and to Norma Rose Point School, work 
must be done this summer.

Work will include some of the new water 
lines, a new sidewalk on the southwest 
(UBC) side of Acadia, a substantial change 
to parking on Acadia, new curbs and 
crosswalk let-downs, and eventually, a 
larger sidewalk along the northeast 
(Block F) side). Road A onto Block F will 
also be created, along with a turning lane 
off University Boulevard.

To clarify, subdivision approval has not yet 
been granted. This may happen this year. 
Consequently, no development permits have 
yet been issued. These applications are to 

come and must follow the 
UEL’s rules for consulta-
tion, as any other develop-
ment permits application 
do. Building permits will 
not be issued until, and if, 
a development permit 
has been approved. 

In short, no Block F 
building construction will occur in 2017, 
but rather investigative and infrastructure 
work only.

UEL has met with UBC staff a number of 
times to coordinate parking on Acadia, tree 
removal to accommodate the new sidewalk 
and curbs, and provide updates on the 
development schedule. The UEL manager 
also provides Block F updates to the UEL 
Community Advisory Council at their 
monthly meetings.

Concurrently, planning is underway 
concerning the design and programming 
of the community centre. 

No Block F building  
construction will 

occur in 2017, but 
rather investigative 
and infrastructure 

work only

Garbage in the donation boxes
Your reporter happened by the donation bin in the church parking lot and saw something 
surprising and kind of disgusting.

There were two workers from the charity servicing this bin sorting through the contents to 
load their truck. They were not having a good time. The amount of garbage that was in the 
bin was amazing. It seems that some people use these bins as a convenient place to shove 
any junk or household garbage they want to be rid of.

What is wrong with people? These bins are for the collection of clean and usable clothing, 
shoes and books for needy people. It is hard not to be angry, as well as disappointed.

12,500 volts flowing 
into these homes, 

damaging or destroying 
much in it’s path
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by John Smalley

The machines started work a month 
ago and have been cutting and chipping 
since then.

What took one hundred years to grow 
is gone in two weeks and the landscape 
will be permanently altered.

< forest before   forest after > 
v

An alternative 
Block “F” Update: 
A Lament for  
the Disappearing 
Forest

by Maria  Harr i s
Director Metro Vancouver Electoral Area A
Member, TransLink Mayors’ Council on Regional 
Transportation

Metro Vancouver marks the 50th anniversary 
of its Regional Parks system with a year-long 
celebration to showcase its 14,500-hectare 
network of parks and greenways.

The celebration will include commemorative 
events in 18 of the region’s 23 parks 
(including Pacific Spirit Regional Park) 
throughout the year.

To make it easier for nature lovers to 
discover new beaches, forests, rivers, trails 
and wetlands, Metro Vancouver has 
introduced the “Passport to Regional 

Parks,” a soft-cover booklet that lists public 
events, and includes maps and facts about 
the history, wildlife and notable features of 
each park.

Collect stamps every time you visit a new 
park, event, nature house or campground to 
earn rewards like commemorative stickers, 
crests or pins. The Pacific Parklands 
Foundation will also offer rewards in a 
random draw to those who collect up to  
10 or 15 stamps.

The Passport to Regional Parks is also 
available as a smartphone app where 
residents can receive virtual stamps. The 
App is really easy to download – just search 
for regional park passport in the App Store.

Passports were distributed with each copy of 
the special spring edition of the Check It 
Out! program guide. The 7,500 residents who 
signed up to receive the print copy received 
their passports in late February while 
another 15,500 copies will be available for 
pick-up at numerous community centres, 
libraries and regional parks locations.

UEL residents will find copies available for 
pickup at the UEL Administration office.

The first 50th anniversary commemorative 
event in Pacific Spirit Regional Park was 
Night Quest on March 25th. Find more 
information in the Events section at:  
http://www.metrovancouver.org/services/
parks/celebrate-parks/ 

Celebrating 50 Years of Regional Parks

Our longest continuous resident of UEL
Marion’s father, A.M. Manson, a Liberal Minister of 
Labour and Attorney General of BC, had the house built 
in 1927, one of the first on the UEL. Manson was a judge 
on the Supreme Court of BC from the 1930s until his 
retirement in 1961.

From the time we moved here in 1972, Marion was a rich 
source of information on the neighbourhood and its 
inhabitants. She was also a wonderful neighbour and 
friend to our whole family, including our children, whom 
she taught to play the grand piano in her home, for which 
she refused payment.

Marion obtained her BA in social work from UBC in 
1947. She must have been a very good social worker for 
she was always a good and kindly listener with wise and 
gentle advice. A colleague of mine at UBC and his wife 
successfully adopted a boy under Marion’s guidance and 
were very grateful to Marion for her help. She retired early 
to care for her mother.

After her mother’s death she took into her home a 

Marion Manson, our neighbour on Western Parkway, died 
on January 10th. She had lived in her home since she was 
a little girl and was a member of the first graduating class 
of the University Endowment Lands elementary school. 
By the end of her life, she was probaby the longest 
continuous resident of the UEL.

succession of UBC students as boarders, and many 
became lifelong friends.

In recent years Marion’s eyesight began to fail and became 
progressively worse, but she stayed on in her house, lately 
with live-in help and assistance from her nephew and 
nieces. Frail and almost blind, but with her mind and 
hearing very clear, she always welcomed visitors.

Marion was a very good friend to animals including dogs 
and stray cats in the neighbourhood. I don’t think 
squirrels were excluded, but a fairly recent incident comes 
to mind in which one was not appreciated. We were called 
by the emergency system in which the police were also 
called because “someone was in Marion’s living room 
playing the piano”. Marion by this stage had lost her vision 
and was quite terrified in her bedroom. It turned out to be 
a squirrel, which lept off the piano keyboard and ran out 
the door when we opened it.

We dearly miss Marion in the neighbourhood. 
– Anne, Ed, Victoria, Charlotta, Walter and Philip Jull

Marion with Charlotta Jull and daughter, 2011
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by Jennifer  Buckland

With all the rainy, cold, and snowy  
weather, the garden season seems 
delayed this year and most of us are 
getting cabin fever by now even though 
the snowdrops are up.

The plants look a bit bedraggled but need 
tying up noneltheless as the new growth 
is starting to show. So with this in mind 
I dressed warmly in layers and with my 
wonderful Lee Valley Bog boots on, I 
headed out in the cold and wet.

I started pruning the roses. We have three 
different climbers and I’ve never really 
been sure how to prune to get the most 
bloom. Last year I went online and 
watched a video which was very helpful. 
I had been doing it wrong all these 
years! Following the video I cut back the 
old canes and trained and tied the new 

growth horizontally on the trellis. What 
a difference, I was rewarded with many 
more flowers. From now on this will be 
my method. I gave all the roses a big 
scoop of compost and will use a rose 
fertilizer around blooming time.

A lift of colour is wonderful at this time 
of year and I potted the container at the 
front door with primulas in bright 
colours. Such a lovely welcome on a 
dreary day! I lined the pot with moss 
around the edge for extra colour. It’s a 
good idea to snip off the old flowers to 
ensure continual blooms that should 
last until May. Good timing for the 
planting of summer annuals.

Every year I plant more bulbs and often 
experience that awful feeling of slicing 
through bulbs in the ground. Last year 
at this time, I marked the spot for the 

new bulbs and then took photographs. I 
wrote the type of bulbs I wanted in that 
spot which made for a lovely show 
following spring.

In the early spring, I give all my beds a 
good two-inch mulch. This will conserve 
and cut down on the need for watering 
and protect the plants. With all the rain 
the soil has eroded and become depleted, 
this having been such a harsh winter. 
Healthy soils make healthy plants and 
protect the plants from pests and diseases.

This year I got an early start with my 
dahlias. I was browsing the hardware 
store and noted some for sale in January. 
They were lovely fat tubers, three to a 
package. On a whim I bought two 
packages, feeling sure that I will have 
lost last year’s plants. I took them home 
and potted them up and kept them on the 

windowsill. Within two weeks they were 
up, strong and healthy looking: the dark 
rich stems of the “Bishop of Llandorf ” 
and the other, the beautiful purple 
“Thomas Edison”. It’s great to have a head 
start so that they will be ready to plant 
out after the last frost. I can hardly wait.

Following a long winter, we finally see signs of spring

These stems are tied laterally on the trellis. This makes a big difference to the number of 
blooms.

Botanical tulips in the foreground and 
Fritillaria behind.

Cyclamen coum.

Trilliums in the foreground with Pulmonaria 
to the right & Hacqueita at the back.

Kudos to Catherine!

Catherine was delightful to have around and certainly 
made life a lot easier with her cheerfulness and helpful-
ness. The whole crew should be thanked as well for being 
so considerate to the neighbourhood.

Despite the added noise, dust and inconvenience during 
the digging up of our street, Catherine’s happy and 
helpful nature created an environment of cooperation 
and friendly community, while at the same time ensur-
ing everyone’s safety. It was a pleasure to have both 
Catherine and the entire construction crew as communi-
ty members while they worked on our street this winter.

Catherine is an absolute gem. She deserves a raise! 
While everyone on the crew was pleasant, Catherine 
consistently went above and beyond the call of duty in 
making the long, dusty, noisy, and inconvenient weeks of 
construction a whole lot more bearable.

Thank you, Catherine!

There’s been a lot of roadwork going on in the UEL, 
weeks and weeks and weeks of it. Sure, we all appreciate 
the importance of essential storm and sewer upgrades, 
but for many residents, these projects are nothing less 
than a major ordeal.

Beneath their hard hats and reflective vests, crew 
members can seem unapproachable. But once in a while, 
someone has the capacity to build bridges between the 
skilled individuals doing the work and those living 
through it. In the best-case scenarios, a sense of 
camaraderie even begins to blossom and if not entirely 
pleasant, the disruptions seem far less troublesome.

For the past many months, Catherine has been the point 
person between homeowners and work crews. With a 
ready smile and unfailing patience, she has sympathized 
with disgruntled neighbours, ensured safe passage for 
dogs and walkers, and guided wayward drivers through 
a minefield of potholes and other hazards.

Connections asked a few residents for feedback; here’s 
what we heard:

Yes, Catherine was a delight and always accommodat-
ing. They were digging up outside our house on and off 
for weeks, partly because of the weather. Catherine 
would run the compost bins to be emptied when the 
truck couldn’t get through. She even helped carry the 
groceries for another neighbour once when the big equip-
ment was in the way. It was a pleasure to know her and 
I admired her good humour standing outside for hours 
in often-miserable weather.

I found the whole crew to be very friendly and consider-
ate regarding our comings and goings. Catherine was the 
intermediary between the locals and the company. She 
kept us informed and was always there to get us through 
when walking and driving near or through the construc-
tion zone. Catherine was usually the last to leave at the 
end of each day and would pick up any litter and also 
make sure the signage was in place. Her friendly person-
ality was a delight and certainly lessened the impact of 
having heavy machinery working on our streets. She is a 
great representative for the company.

The Musqueam Capital Corp has solicited proposals 
from a number of qualified architectural programmers 
for the new UEL community centre. The job of the 
programming firm will be to determine the best 
balance of functions and spaces, as well as the quality, 
equipment and finish requirements. The resulting 
report will them become part of the contract for the 
architects who will design the building.

The UEL community is involved in the coordina-
tion of the planning work. Three members of the 
community, Ron Pears, Kent Mullinix and Mojan 
Nozari, have been appointed by the CAC to the 
coordination team established by the Musqueam 
Capital Corp. Once the programming firm is 
retained, part of this firm’s job will be to solicit input 
from the larger community.

How this will be done is yet to be determined, but 
could take the form of an open house and perhaps 
meetings with smaller groups. As well as planning 
for the needs of the current residents of the UEL, 
the planners will have to anticipate the many users 
who will occupy the Block F developments.

Planning About to  
Start for UEL  
Community Centre
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by Dav id Eby

I have been very proud to serve the UEL community for 
the last four years. Thank you to everyone who welcomed 
me to community events, and who spoke to me about 
your priorities for your community.

Although we’ve had a great run, it’s election time again!

Elections are a great chance to get your potential elected 
representatives on the record about issues of importance. 
Heading into the May, 2017 provincial election, members 
of the UEL community have repeatedly raised two issues 
with me that, unfortunately, still remain unresolved.

I hope you ask all candidates, myself included, about our 
planned approaches to these challenges, as well as any 
other issues on your radar. Get us on the record!

Issue #1: Local government and  
major local development (Block F)
For four years, I’ve been pushing the provincial govern-
ment to take up the UEL community’s demand for a 
more accountable local government structure. This 
reform is particularly important given the significant 
expansion of the UEL community through Block F, 
and frankly, should have been completed well before 
Block F was approved by the current unaccountable 
bureaucracy.

UEL residents deserve local government where 
neighbours have real accountability from the people 
making important decisions on their behalf.

You can see my videos over the years raising this issue 
at these links:
2014: https://youtu.be/aXWMLBrZAyw
2015: https://youtu.be/gRY5EBNYNU0
2016: https://youtu.be/Lnje0zO8_ZI

by Joyce  Murray,  MP

Living in UBC neighbourhoods or West 
Point Grey we are surrounded by, and value, 
our marine environment. That’s one reason 
Vancouver Quadra residents are so protective 
of the health of our local waters, from 
Burrard Inlet, English Bay, and the Fraser 
River Estuary, to Howe Sound and out into 
the Georgia Straight.

Since my early days as environment minister 
in the BC legislature, I consider marine 
ecosystem protection a top priority. As a 
federal MP, I worked with oceans-focussed 
ENGOs and scientists to ensure a strong 
commitment to oceans was built into federal 
Liberal election platforms starting in 2008.

Our 2015 platform included a very ambitious 
promise to increase Canada’s marine and 
coastal protection areas from 1% to 10% by 
2020, and government has been working 
feverishly in partnership with Provinces, 
indigenous peoples, local interest groups and 
scientists to achieve that goal. In addition to 

The need for reform in this area has been prioritized 
by many of you in your conversations with me about 
issues as varied as infrastructure (water, sewage and 
roads), the planning and approval process around 
Block F, and development permit hearings generally.

Issue #2: The relocation of the  
Metro Vancouver “works yard”
The current Metro Vancouver park works yard is owned 
by the provincial government and sits behind the UEL 
administration office. For an unstated reason, the provin-
cial government is refusing to issue a lease to enable 
Metro Vancouver to stay on the existing works yard site.

As a result, Metro Vancouver is looking for a new site, 
which will result in land being taken out of Pacific Spirit 
Park. Thanks to the advocacy of a number of your 
neighbours, which I was able to bring to the legislature, 
at least this new works yard won’t be built on top of 
Little Australia Park.

To give the province the benefit of the doubt, they may 
have a planned use for this existing works yard site that 
could benefit the UEL community – but they refuse to say 
what their intentions are. Their lack of transparency 
leaves UEL resisdents unable to balance the cost of 
taking land out of the park for a new works yard, with 
the proposed benefit of whatever the new use of the old 
land will be. The community deserves an honest answer 
to the question of why Metro Vancouver is being forced 
to relocate, a process that will cost a significant amount 
of money to taxpayers, and take land out of Pacific 
Spirit Park.

It has been a pleasure working with you over the last four 
years, and I hope to work with you for four more years 
into the future. Regardless, now is your chance to kick 
the tires on different representatives for the UEL com-
munity, so please do – please don’t hesitate to contact 
me if you have any questions or suggestions about how 
I could serve the community better.

the commitment to ban crude oil tanker 
traffic in the Pacific North Coast (which I 
championed since 2009 through my Bill 
C-606), our government recently announced 
the official launch of the Pacific North Coast 
Integrated Management Area (PNCIMA). 
PNCIMA is a collaborative integrated 
planning process for a huge area (88,000 
square kilometres) of BC’s North Coast. 
This important initiative will contribute to 
creating protected areas, and to the sustain-
ability of the region’s abundant marine life.

This winter the government created an 
unprecedented $1.5 billion, 5-year national 
Oceans Protection Plan (OPP) to improve 
marine and shipping safety, protect Canada’s 
marine environment and create stronger 
partnerships with Indigenous and coastal 
communities.

The OPP aims to preserve and restore vulner-
able marine ecosystems, using science, local 
knowledge, and protected areas. This is 
particularly important for protecting our 
precious Southern Resident Killer Whales, a 
population at great risk. Funding for marine 
mammal research will help us understand 
and reduce harmful impacts on their 
populations; researchers will locate and track 
orca, providing this information to vessels so 
that collisions and entanglements can be 
prevented; and more Fisheries Officers are 
being hired for the west coast, because 
increased surveillance, compliance and 
enforcement will also help.

A key local concern is inadequate responses 
to marine oil spills such as the Marathassa 
in Vancouver Harbour, and the recent fuel 
barge grounding that dumped diesel fuel 
into the ocean near Bella Bella.

The OPP will beef up Canadian Coast Guard 
presence, improving response times for spills 
and other emergencies. For example, two 
new emergency towing vessels and a new 

David Eby  
MLA, Vancouver-Point Grey 
2909 West Broadway, Vancouver BC V6K 2G6 
604.660.1297  
www.davidebymla.ca | David.Eby.MLA@leg.bc.ca

logistics depot in Port Hardy will be added 
to house environmental response staff and 
equipment. Investments will also be made in 
modern hydrographic and navigational data 
for waterways in Victoria, Esquimalt, 
Nanaimo, Port Renfrew, Port Alberni, 
Chemainus and Campbell River. Indigenous 
and coastal communities will be provided 
with training, equipment and real-time 
access to information about marine 
shipping activities in their waters so they 
can respond to emergencies quickly.

By improving systems for marine safety and 
prevention, by investing in oil spill cleanup 
research and capacity, and by engaging 
coastal and indigenous communities to 
help safeguard our coastlines, the OPP will 
reduce harms from shipping and other 
commercial activities. Ultimately, what 
matters most is that Canada’s coastlines 
and oceans are finally being given the 
attention, resources, and evidence-based 
policies that they need.

Two clear issues for the UEL community  
going into the 2017 provincial election

Canada’s Coastal Life and Health a Top Priority

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announces the government’s Oceans Protection Plan 
in Vancouver, Nov 2016

West Point Grey Residents Association

Provincial Election 
Candidates Meeting
Come out and meet the Candidates
Candidates answer prepared questions

WHEN: 7 pm – Wednesday April 26 2017

WHERE:  West Point Grey United Church Hall  
4595 West 8th Avenue at Tolmie Street

for more information or contact: 
www.wpgra.ca 
email: info@wpgra.ca 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/wpgresidents

West Point Grey 居民协会

省选举候选人会议
星期三 4月 6 日 晚上7:00pm
地址: West Point Grey United Church Hall  
(459 West 8th Ave at Tolmie St)

网址：www.wpgra.ca
email: info@wpgra.ca
Facebook: www.facebook.com/wpgresidents



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Empty houses attracting criminals
Having lived in the UEL for 53 years, I’ve seen many changes take place, some positive 
and some not. One of the latter is the increasing number of empty houses, especially 
those which are unsecured and run down, in our neighbourhood. This unfortunately 
creates the problem of squatters, who then roam the area looking for opportunities to 
break into cars and/or houses for the purpose of burglary.

I had two situations over the past year that have had an impact on me personally. First 
of all, unbeknownst to me, an empty house beside mine was occupied by squatters. I 
later discovered that they were drug addicts, had scrawled obscene graffiti on the walls 
in the basement and, eventually, opened the taps down there so that water gushed out 
unchecked, amounting to a 4-foot flood.

Had it not been for the diligence of some gardeners who used to work there, my whole 
garden would have been flooded, and I called the UEL to come and turn off the main 
water source. It took me 3 months to get it sorted out (with little or no help from the 
UEL Management) and it was my finally calling the RCMP myself that got the ball 
rolling. Then the power was restored, lights turned on, house secured, and the 
situation resolved.

Secondly, a few days before Christmas, during the early hours, my car was broken into 
through the tailgate window (which I have since discovered is not alarmed), and $400 
worth of goods was taken. It was only because of the extremely dangerous weather that 
night, black ice and snow, that I hadn’t been able to take my car down the driveway; 
nor was I able to unload it.

Normally I would not have left expensive purchases in the car, but I decided the risk 
was better than my breaking a limb. I’ve since heard of other car and attempted house 
break-ins.

Lastly, a few days after the car incident, I was informed by the RCMP about squatters 
in an empty house on Newton Wynd. Lo and behold, it was here that $100 worth of 
my stolen goods were found, and I received these sometime in January.

The good news is that on last report from the RCMP, two of the three perpetrators 
are in custody, and they know who the third one is. Hopefully, by now, he has also 
been caught.

Regarding empty houses in our area, some kind of protocol needs to be put in place 
so we can avoid these incidents, and thereby make our neighbourhood safe again.

– Polly Sams Plant

Organics are not garbage
Is there a reason why the regional ban 
against organics in the primary waste 
stream is so obviously being ignored? 
Whose responsibility is it to ensure 
compliance with the ban? Are there 
health consequences from this much 
food-based garbage? What about 
rodents and other vermin?

Maybe someone should be asking about 
who’s minding the back of these shops.
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Your Editor is Listening! Please Write
Got a comment on something you see in this issue of Connections? Like it? Don’t 
like it? Got a gripe about something? Got a story idea you want to pass on? 
Got a news item or notice about an upcoming event you want to share?

We like to get mail. Write us at: uhillconnections@gmail.com

Over the past few months, your reporter 
has taken to strolling along the lane 
behind the shops facing University Blvd, 
in particular, the block bounded by 
McDonald’s on the east and the once 
Lucky Market on the west. The photo 
speaks for itself: this is wild west 
territory where all manner of garbage 
abounds, spilling out of bags and bins 
and boxes, whatever containers bravely 
seek to tame the unruly messes.

The two major snowfalls in December and February showed, once again, the UEL 
Administration’s lack of concern for proper road clearing and highlighted the desperate 
need for a better communication structure to ensure safe access to our schools.

At Norma Rose Point School (NRP) we face the challenge of having Ortona Road and 
the east side of Acadia Road fall under the UEL’s responsibility, while the west side of 
Acadia Road falls under UBC’s jurisdiction. 

Unfortunately, during the recent snowfalls there was no road clearing on UEL roads 
prior to the beginning of the school day. This despite the UEL’s own snow clearing 
policy which states, “Access routes to schools: “Acadia Road and Ortona Roads” are 
Priority 1 (Highest). This left some 1156 students and staff, plus numerous parents 
and family members, with a treacherous walking or driving commute to both UHill 
Elementary and NRP schools.

One parent documented the road conditions on Ortona Road (see photo) and imme-
diately went into the UEL office to request help. She received a response of “duly noted”. 
Who is accountable when the UEL Administration does not follow its own policies?

Keeping Our Kids Safe on UEL Roads

At the February 20th meeting of the UEL’s Community Advisory Council (CAC), I was 
part of a large delegation of community members who came to present our concerns. 
This delegation included the principals of both schools, the UHill PAC Chair, the NRP 
PAC CoChair, teachers, students, an Acadia Park representative, and others. 

Our parent representative called on the UEL to not only ensure safe access to our 
schools, but also to work on improving communication between themselves and all 
the stakeholders present. 

We were there to offer an opportunity for the schools and all stakeholders to sit down 
with the UEL Manager, Jonn Braman, and develop a communication strategy in the 
event that road or sidewalk access is, or will be, compromised. We offered to establish 
a community working group that could review and submit comments on the safe 
access plan. 

Our delegation was well-supported by all the members of the CAC. They believed 
that our proposal was a great way to improve communication and were willing to 
participate in this process. 

The UEL Administration’s apparent inability and unwillingness to engage with the 
community is frustrating and concerning. As parents and teachers, our goal is to ensure 
safe access to our schools for the thousand-plus children who commute each day by 
foot, bike or car. We want to prevent a tragedy before it happens by being proactive 
rather than responding reactively after a serious event happens.

My frustrations are echoed by many parents. The CAC Area representatives do their best 
but it is clear that their hands are completely tied and that they cannot make changes 
or decisions. That seems to lie solely with Mr. Braman as manager. However, since the 
UEL is governed by the Province of BC, all decisions are ultimately made by the 
Hon. Peter Fassbender, Minister of Community, Sport and Cultural Development.

We need a communication structure that allows essential information to be shared in 
a timely manner. With Block F construction underway, it is even more important that 
school officials and families can plan routes to and from school when major roads 
are blocked.

Since the CAC meeting on February 20th, Mr. Braman has had a face-to-face meeting 
with Principals Rosa Fazio and Val Coopersmith and it sounds  though the lines of 
communication are open.

Parents at UHill Elementary and Norma Rose Point schools want to keep the safety of 
our children top of mind and depend on the UEL’s cooperation. We will be watching.

– Jody Yau, UBC resident, parent and PAC Chair  of Norma Rose Point School

Looking west from Ortona Rd towards Acadia Road (Feb 6th, 2017)


