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Reflections: Governance in the UEL
by Dave Forsy th,  CAC President

As the new Community Advisory 
Council (CAC) prepares to take office, 
I reflect back on the past seven years 
that I have sat on the CAC: three years 
as Secretary/Treasurer and the past four 
as President.

I have had the sincere pleasure of working 
with a large number of dedicated people 
who selflessly directed their volunteer 
hours in the service of our community. 
They ran for office in the hope that their 
efforts would be meaningful and would 
contribute to a better community.

To a person, I believe that they came 
away from this experience with a 
considerable level of frustration, a 
feeling of powerlessness and to some 
degree, hopelessness. I certainly feel this 
way. I believe the fact that only one 
CAC member is standing for re-election 
speaks to this. This feeling of frustration 
also extends to the neighbourhood 
representatives who sit on the Advisory 
Design Panel (ADP).

Why is this?
The governance structure of the Endow-
ment Lands is uniquely dysfunctional. 
We are an unincorporated region that is 
administered by politicians and bureau-

crats in Victoria. 
These individuals do 
not live here and 
they view the UEL 
as just another file 
on the desk that has 
to be dealt with. 
They do not know, nor do they care, 

about issues that are 
of concern to those 
of us who call this 
place home. These 
bureaucrats, includ-
ing the Manager, are 
not accountable to 

the residents – they are simply account-
able to their political masters.

In my term on the CAC, getting action 
on issues of importance has been a 
challenge. Getting our Administration 
to take action on problems such as filthy 
water in Little Australia, excessive noise 
from new developments and camper 
parking on Blanca Street, to name only 
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The governance 
structure of the 

Endowment Lands is 
uniquely dysfunctional.

Who does the UEL Administration work for? It certainly isn’t the residents.
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Getting action on issues has been a challenge.

Area D Neighbourhood Plan
By Natalie  Coburn,  UEL Planner

The UEL Administration is developing a Neighbourhood Plan for Area D, our 
mixed-use town centre, often referred to as the “Village”, and we need your help!

The Neighbourhood Plan is Area D’s essential strategic plan that will be used by staff 
to make decisions about land use, infrastructure investment, and community service 
priorities. The Plan will provide a community vision for the future with supporting goals 
and objectives and a policy framework to guide future change and development.

Area D is the only multi-family residential and commercial area in the UEL and 
currently provides a range of housing options, a small commercial hub and a 
number of institutional uses. The Area is subject to increasing redevelopment 
pressure, traffic conflicts and underused space. Visit AreaDPlan.ca to view the 
neighbourhood profile and learn more about the key issues.

Whose side are 
you on? UBC’s 
or the UEL’s?
by Jaymie  Ho

At the September CAC meeting, concerned 
residents and CAC representatives expressed 
strong dissatisfaction with UBC’s Campus 
and Community Planning team about their 
plans to substantially expand student housing 
adjacent to the UEL, with the construction 
of over 2200 beds along Westbrook Mall, 
Student Union Boulevard, University 
Boulevard and Brock Commons within the 
next five years.
“Good luck selling a home nearby UBC’s 
student housing” said UEL’s outgoing CAC 
Chair, Dave Forsyth. “Home values have 
really been hit by what has recently been 
built along Wesbrook Mall with the massive 
towers and underground bus storage. It is 
absolutely atrocious.”
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Nominations for the Community Advisory Council 
(“CAC”) and Advisory Design Panel (“ADP”) closed 
on September 20, 2018. We are pleased to announce 
that some excellent new members have come forward. 
All but one seat was filled for the CAC. Two positions 
for the ADP remain vacant.

The CAC provides an important but limited degree 
of oversight on how UEL tax money is spent and on 
policies and procedures that impact the UEL’s growth 
and development. It provides a forum for residents to 
give feedback on land use planning, annual budgets and 
property tax requisition, and other issues regarding 
the cost, quality and capacity of community services.

The UEL Community Advisory Council would like to 
announce the hiring of Dianne Owen as our new 
administrative assistant. Dianne was born in Ashcroft 
BC where she rode horses throughout her childhood 
and thrived on the beauty of the outdoors. In time, she 
moved to Vancouver and now lives with her husband 
just outside the UEL, raising two teenage children.

Dianne currently works at Riot New Media, an online 
company that promotes and reviews books. Her 
position there is as an Accounting Technician with 
responsibilities that include bookkeeping, payroll, and 
special events. In the past, Dianne volunteered at The 
Bridge Church where along with bookkeeping and 
payroll, she prepared weekly communications on line 
and maintained the church website. She also created 
podcasts of weekly sermons and when needed, church 
bulletins.

Based on the number of applications received, the number of candidates did not exceed the 
number of available positions.  As such, no election is required and the candidates are acclaimed.  

Contact Information
For any questions, please contact the current Council Members representing your area or 
send an email to: ronlauferelections@gmail.com

Website
For more information, visit the UEL Community Website: www.uelcommunity.com

The ADP meets to review problematic development 
permit applications or ones that are large or complex. 
In addition to eight community members, there are 
seven professional members including architects, 
landscape architects and engineers.

The new CAC has the power to appoint individuals for 
vacant positions after October 20, 2018. If interested 
in serving your community in Area A or Area D, 
please contact the CAC.

All candidates are to be thanked for their willingness 
to serve and to represent the UEL’s best interests 
through their leadership. Congratulations!

As you can see, Dianne brings a wealth of experience 
to the CAC and will be more than adept at handling 
the monthly agendas and minutes of our meetings. She 
will be regularly updating our website, and providing 
both online and printed communications. Dianne is 
experienced with event planning and looks forward to 
bringing members of our community together for 
meetings and celebrations. 

Please, if you attend a meeting, introduce yourself to 
Dianne and welcome her to the UEL. Should you like 
to contact Dianne either for renting our meeting room, 
or to contact a member of the CAC, you may do so at: 
council@uelcommunity.com

Candidates Nominated for Almost All Positions

No Vote Necessary – All Acclaimed

Welcome Dianne!

Notice of Acclamation
Community Advisory Council (CAC) & UEL Advisory Design Panel (ADP) 
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CAC Candidates

Area A – 2 positions available

• Kaity Arsoniadis-Stein
– 1 position remains vacant

Area B – 1 position available

• Michael Karton

Area C – 1 position available

• Judie Davis Glick

Area D – 3 positions available

• Claire Huxtable
• Dan Johnstone
• Mojan Nozari 

ADP Candidates

Area A – 2 positions available

• Bernhard Schwab
– 1 position remains vacant

Area B – 2 positions available

• Michael Karton
• Gayle Nelson

Area C – 2 positions available

• Judie Davis Glick
• Tamara Knott

Area D – 2 positions available

• Claire Huxtable
– 1 position remains vacant

Communications 
Working Group
Jaymie Ho: 
jglasmannho@gmail.com
Ron Pears: 
ronald.pears@gmail.com
Kim Smith: 
jkimberlysmith@gmail.com
Malcolm Tait: 
mbtait@shaw.ca

CAC Administrative Assistant: 
Dianne Owen 
council@uelcommunity.com
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Michael Karton
CAC & ADP – Area B
Michael has been a part of the 
UEL community for almost 50 
years as son-in-law, father and 
grandfather. He is a retired lawyer. 
He has already served one term 
on both the Community Advisory 
Council and the Advisory Design 
Panel.

Michael believes that this 
neighbourhood is among the most beautiful on earth and 
will do everything in his power to preserve its unique 
character, while at the same time encouraging sensitive and 
appropriate development. The issues of empty houses and 
derelict yards must be addressed.

He believes that the UEL should become a self-governing 
jurisdiction as soon as possible, an idea that has been in the 
works for many years but somehow fails to get traction. He 
will try to provide that extra push.

Gayle Nelson
ADP – Area B
Organizational and leadership 
development has been the focus 
of my executive coaching practice 
for more than 30 years. But I still 
have a lot to learn.

So I can’t promise to revolutionize 
the workings of the ADP, but I 
can say that the values driving 
my professional life will also be 

at the ADP table.

Humanizing the workplace, encouraging respectful collabora-
tion, and inclusiveness express those core values in support 
of fairness and the greater good. I’ve been fortunate to work 
with hundreds of senior leaders in every walk of life and 
across many business sectors including hospitality, financial 
services, health care, technology, manufacturing, not-for-
profit organizations and all three levels of government. I’ve 
also held senior positions at Xerox Canada and Deloitte.

I’ve been an active volunteer all my life - most recently serving 
on the Board of Directors for the Alzheimer’s Society of B.C., 
the International Society for Performance Improvement and as 
a guest lecturer at Royal Roads University Coaching Program.

I’m grateful for the opportunity to serve the UEL community.

Claire 
Huxtable
CAC & ADP – Area D
Claire has lived in Area D for over 
10 years with her husband and 
daughter. In addition to the great 
services on campus, her family 
loves running and bike riding on 
the trails through Pacific Spirit 
Park.

Both Claire and her husband completed undergraduate and 
graduate degrees at UBC. She is a professional forester and 
financial analyst. She looks forward contributing to the work 
of the CAC in managing growth and keeping the campus a 
great place to live, work and study.

Mojan Nozari
CAC – Area D
I moved to Canada in April 1999 
and to UBC/UEL in 2001. My 
family lived on the UBC campus 
from 2001-2005, while my 
husband was enrolled in a masters 
program and we later moved to 
Liberta on Acadia Road.

My husband and I are registered 
architects and had more than 15 

years’ experience before coming to Canada. I started my 
professional work here as an architectural designer in 2002, 
which has continued to the present. I now have many years of 
local experience in projects such as mixed-use commercial/
residential high-rise complexes, recreational buildings, 
community centers, libraries and so forth.

Currently I am working as an Associate/Project Manager at 
IBI Group in Downtown Vancouver and running various 
large-scale commercial/residential projects such as the 
recently completed “parq” Casino and Resort in downtown 
Vancouver, and the upcoming Brentwood Town Center, 
Phase 2, in Burnaby.

I feel very fortunate to be living in the UEL and especially 
right beside Pacific Spirit Park. Walking through the trails 
with my dog reminds me of the reasons that I moved here 
and decided to stay. I appreciate nature’s beauty and am willing 
to do almost anything to save it for future generations.

I have served as the president of our strata council for the 
last 10 years. I would love to use my experience to help as 
long as it is needed.

Judie Glick
CAC & ADP – Area C
Judie is pleased to join the ADP 
and the CAC for Area C, Little 
Oz. Judie and her husband, Fred, 
built their home there in 2001. 
They have lived on the west side 
of Vancouver for over 30 years.

Judie has a BA in Humanities and 
a Master of Urban Planning 
degree from Wayne State Univer-

sity in Detroit, where she grew up. She worked as a planner 
in the City of Langley in the 1970’s. Judie and Fred started 
Fraser Valley Produce Juice and Salad at the Granville Island 
Public Market in 1979 and Judie has co-authored two 
cookbooks based on her work in the market. She is currently 
working on an illustrated food history of Vancouver. Judie 
also studies Sogetsu ikebana and has been on the executive 
of the Vancouver Ikebana Association.

Dan Johnstone
CAC – Area D
I have lived in the UEL since 
2003. In that time, I have graduat-
ed with a degree in political 
science from UBC, worked in 
many of the different faculties, and 
enjoyed everything the UEL has 
to offer.

I look forward to representing 
Area D of the UEL as I often find 

that students and renters are under-represented in the gover-
nance structures of the UEL, whether it be increasing rent 
costs, predatory landlords, or a lack of rental housing. I also 
look forward to tackling the often-adversarial relationship 
between bikes, cars, pedestrians and skateboards in the UEL 
by making cars the least attractive option and redistributing 
their disproportionately large footprint to sustainable transit.

I have a vision of the UEL as a model for the city in which 
we can test ideas on a small scale. These ideas could include: 
sharable electric scooters, a free gym and permanent bike 
valet services.

Bernard Schwab
ADP – Area A
I was born in Germany in 1942 
and moved to Canada in 1968. I 
have lived in the same house in 
the UEL for the last 45 years, and 
raised three children there who 
went to the UHill Elementary 
School. It has been a wonderful 
neighbourhood to live in, and 
while change is inevitable and 

necessary, I hope we can retain at least some of the features that 
have made this neighbourhood so unique. I was a Professor at 
the Sauder School of Business at UBC and am now retired. 
In the past, I have been a member of the Board of the 
Ratepayers Association, which was a predecessor to the CAC.

Tamara Knott
ADP – Area C
Tamara has been a serving 
member of the ADP for Area C 
for the past two terms. Tamara is 
a Registered Clinical Counsellor 
and the Owner of Adventura 
Counselling Services. She has a 
BComm in Entrepreneurial 
Management from Royal Roads 
University and is currently a PhD 

student. Her BA is from Queens University. She has partici-
pated as a project manager for a variety of run-of-the-river 
hydro-electric projects before making a career transition.

Tamara is currently the organizer for the Vancouver Parents 
Group with over six hundred members. Formerly, she was a 
group facilitator in a variety of settings, and was a committee 
member of the Victoria Regional Planning Committee, 
developing a five-year plan for Victoria’s urban growth. “I 
have a passionate belief that if you love the area in which you 
live, you should participate in any way that you can to 
preserve what is of value about the area, and to change what 
is not working. I will advocate fiercely for both these things.”

Kaity 
Arsoniadis-Stein
CAC – Area A
Kaity lives in UEL with her two 
daughters and husband, Jeff Stein. 
Both Kaity and Jeff received their 
degrees from UBC and love living 
in the UEL.

Kaity is the Executive Director of 
the Vancouver International 

Maritime Centre. An international maritime lawyer by 
profession, Kaity has over 15 years of experience in interna-
tional trade having started her legal career in London, UK 
with Gard P&I Club.

Kaity is a member of the Canadian Maritime Law Association 
and has been President of the Vancouver Maritime Arbitrators 
Association, Trustee of the Insurance Dispute Resolution 
Services of BC and Trustee of the Vancouver Maritime 
Museum. In 2005, Kaity was appointed by the Government 
of Canada as a member of the Pacific Pilotage Authority. 
Kaity was awarded Honourary Membership of the Company 
of Master Mariners of Canada and in 2012 the Queen 
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee medal by the Governor 
General of Canada.

Welcome 2018 UEL CAC and ADP members
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by Dave Forsy th

As the new Advisory Design Panel 
(ADP) members are about to take their 
seats, I would like to thank the current 
members for their work over the past 
four years. This can be a thankless role 
at times and I want to make sure that 
their work does not go unrecognised.

A sincere thank you to Stuart Smith 
(Area A), Jaymie Ho and Pauline 
Nocente (Area B), Tamara Knott and 
Maciek Kon (Area C) and Hong Chen 
and Kent Mullinix (Area D). Your work 
towards creating a livable and inclusive 
community is very much appreciated.

Another somewhat thankless job is 
being a Community Advisory Council 
(CAC) member. I 
have had the plea-
sure to work with six 
thoughtful and 
committed volun-
teers and I will miss 
that interaction.

I would like to thank Lynne Pomfret for 
her many contributions to the CAC and 
her representation of Area A. Lynne’s 
insights about the community and her 
willingness to engage residents proved 
invaluable at every meeting. Her 
acceptance of difficult tasks and her 
commitment to excellence raised the 
bar for the whole council. Lynne’s efforts 
were instrumental in securing funding 
of $139,000 from the Metro Vancouver 
Community Works fund. 

Thanks also to Hong Chen, Justin 
LeBlanc, and Mojan Nozari for their 
representation of Area D. Hong offered 
an international perspective to develop-
ment challenges and contributed to a 
broader focus on many issues. Justin 
focused on grass roots resolution to 
local concerns such as bicycle storage, 
bylaw amendments, and the Adminis-
tration’s lack of action on garbage 
problems that negatively impacted Area 
D residents. I wish him well in his new 
role as our representative on the Metro 
Vancouver Board of Directors. Mojan’s 
background in architecture was ex-
tremely useful during the discussions 
about Block F and she selflessly volun-
teered to represent the CAC during the 
planning and design of the new Com-
munity Centre. Mojan was never afraid 
to say things that needed saying.

I do not like to single people out, but I 
would be remiss not to include a very 

by Dave Forsy th,  CAC President

On July 5th, a delegation from the CAC including Dave Forsyth, Pete McConnell and 
Jaymie Ho, Past CAC President Ron Pears and Electoral Area A Director Maria Harris 
and Bill Holmes (Alternate) met with Minister Selina Robinson to discuss progress 
toward repeated requests for a UEL Incorporation study. Despite high expectations, 
based on prior support of MLA David Eby, UEL representatives left empty-handed, 
with no assurances that a study would be forthcoming. Minister Robinson seemed 
more concerned with Musqueam land claims and UBC’s interests, over UEL residents, 
underlining that the UEL’s governance was “very complicated.”

Dave Forsyth, President 
Community Advisory Council 
University Endowment Lands

cc:  David.Eby.MLA@leg.bc.ca 
Tara.Faganello@gov.bc.ca 
Maria@MariaHarris.ca 
Jonn.Braman@gov.bc.ca

Dear Mr. Forsyth:
Thank you very much for meeting with me on July 5, 2018, to discuss governance 
of the University Endowment Lands (UEL). I appreciated the opportunity to 
be able to engage in a conversation around UEL governance, an issue that I 
know continues to be of importance to the Community Advisory Council 
(CAC) and to a number of other stakeholders on the Point Grey Peninsula.

It was valuable to hear your perspectives on the current UEL governance 
arrangement and to learn more about your key interests in relation to the UEL. 
I also understand the CAC’s continuing desire for a stand-alone municipality, 
and I want to reiterate that I do not have any predetermined outcomes or 
timelines about governance at this stage. Your feedback, along with the views 
of other key stakeholders, will help shape the review process.

I look forward to ongoing engagement and dialogue with the CAC on this issue 
and commit that Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing staff will keep you 
apprised of key developments as the process evolves and next steps are deter-
mined. In the meantime, if you have any additional questions or feedback, 
please contact Tara Faganello, Assistant Deputy Minister, Local Government 
Division, who remains your point of contact on UEL governance matters.

Thank you again for taking the opportunity to meet with me and for sharing 
your thoughts.

Sincerely,

Selina Robinson 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing

special thank you to Jaymie Ho and Pete 
McConnell who sat with me on the 
Executive for the past four years. 
Without their help and hard work this 
would have been a much less effective 
Council.

Jaymie has an exceptional mind for 
critical thinking. She can very quickly 
determine the crux of an issue and is 
very willing to debate a point with clarity 
and respect. Jaymie was always very quick 
to volunteer for a task and was not afraid 
to take on a task simply because she saw it 
needed doing. She took on the unenviable 
task of organizing the current election 
without any knowledge of where to start. 
Her clarity of thought and willingness to 
work brought it all together in a very 

short period. Jaymie 
took it upon herself 
to be a major 
organizer of our 
very successful 
Connections news-

paper and she was a contributor to the 
paper on a wide variety of subjects. Her 
articles were always well-written, well- 
researched and often thought-provoking.

Pete is one of those people who knows a 
lot about everything but is always very 
quiet about this immense knowledge. 
As they say “still waters run deep”. Pete 
was instrumental in getting realistic 
noise bylaws written for the develop-
ments in Block F. He held UBC’s feet to 
the fire over noisy ventilation systems. 
Pete wrote a comprehensive report on 
the noisy roof top heat exchangers at 
Norma Rose Point School that forced 
the Vancouver School Board to take 
remedial action. He pored over water 
and hydrology reports in detail and 
exposed inconsistencies and errors that 
the authors, and others, had missed.

Pete also took the helm in the successful 
“Save Little Oz Park” movement and 
convinced Metro Vancouver Parks to 
look elsewhere for the location of their 
works yard. He accomplished all of this, 
and more, in a very quiet and methodi-
cal manner. I always looked towards 
Pete for advice. Unfortunately Pete has 
decided to move away from the Endow-
ment Lands and so his wealth of 
knowledge will be lost to us. Our loss 
will certainly be someone else’s gain.

Thank you all for selflessly volunteering 
to try to make this a better community 
for all.

A Big Thank You! New Minister: Similar Tune

Thank you all for  
selflessly volunteering to 
try to make this a better 

community for all.
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a very few, was exhausting. Only after 
local news media was alerted, MLAs 
contacted and legal action proposed did 
anything actually happen. Issues such as 
the Land Use Bylaw review, vacant 
homes, construction site safety, UBC 
development, overgrown hedges, 
muddy sidewalks in the Village and a 
myriad of others remain unresolved. 
During the design development of 
Block F, the UEL Administration mostly 
ignored the requests of the CAC and the 

community in general. Over my tenure 
with the CAC, countless resolutions and 
requests passed by the Council and 
directing the Administration toward 
action, remained unfulfilled.

In my opinion our current system of 
governance is completely unworkable. 
In late 2013, Ron Pears, then President 
of the CAC, sent a formal request to the 
Provincial Government asking them to 
undertake an incorporation study for the 

This October, Dave Forsyth will step 
down as President of the Community 
Advisory Council (CAC), after four 
years at the helm. Dave has been a 
guiding light on the CAC for seven 
years and will also be retiring from his 
role as an Area A representative for the 
Advisory Design Panel, after 10 years of 
representing neighbourhood concerns.  

 “The things that stand out about Dave 
are his strong leadership skills and 
intimate knowledge of the issues 
affecting all of the UEL. Even though 
the job could be very frustrating at 
times, he stayed focused and made sure 
the CAC best represented the issues of 
the residents. This was particularly 
apparent in the Block F development 
and the UEL Governance issues. Both of 
these required considerable effort over a 
long period of time. In the case of Block 
F, Dave, together with Ron Pears and 
the Block F subcommittee, ensured that 
significant changes were made to the 
development request and the UEL 
community got a Community Centre 
out of it. In the case of UEL governance, 
he was at least able to get the issue in 

UEL in order to examine our options 
for governance. This request was submit-
ted after two previous years of simply 
trying to get the government to listen to 
us. The intent was simply to look at the 
fiscal issues involved and isolate the 
pros and cons of 
incorporation.

 Here we are, five 
years after the formal 
request and seven 
years after initial 
discussions, and we 
are still waiting. 
During that time we 
have met numerous 
times with three 
different Ministers, from two different 
political parties, only to get the same 
unhelpful response, “It’s complicated.”

I don’t know what the best form of 
governance would be for the UEL: a 
standalone municipality, amalgamation 
with Vancouver or some other option. 
The point is that the requested study 
would give everyone in this community 
some background upon which to start 
discussions. Discussions concerning 

front of the Minister on two occasions. 
Although this is a small amount of 
progress, it is progress none the less,” 
observed Pete McConnell, outgoing 
Vice President.

“Dave devoted countless hours to UEL 
concerns. No problem was too compli-
cated, or too big or too small, if he felt it 
was important for the community. From 
road and sidewalk safety, to water 
quality and pollution problems, to tree 
and community preservation, Dave did 
his utmost to get Manager Braman to 
take resident concerns more seriously. 
He was like a bulldog when it came to 
keeping issues up front and center,” 
recalled Jaymie Ho, outgoing Secretary/
Treasurer.  “Dave kept Braman’s feet to 
the fire. He did his best to ensure that all 
residents were represented in a fair, open 
and democratic manner. He is a gentle 
man of courage and should be recognized 
for his longstanding stewardship and 
integrity.”

Jaymie recalled that, “Dave and Pete 
were often co-conspirators when it came 
to UEL advocacy. I guess this is what 
you get when you match an outstanding 
engineer with a brilliant physicist. Their 
respect for each other and determina-
tion to forge ahead permeated the whole 
CAC council. It was fun to volunteer 
with them. They both really believed 
that they could make a difference, 
despite huge odds. They were like twin 
Davids against a Goliath. I’m sure that 
even though they have stepped off the 
council, they will continue to work 
behind the scenes. The UEL is a better 
place, thanks to their leadership.”

Thank you, Dave, for your spirited 
leadership and inspired advocacy on 
behalf of UEL residents.

how to get things done, discussions on 
taxation and infrastructure and most 
importantly, discussions on how to best 
govern ourselves so that we are in 
control of our community, not faceless 
bureaucrats in Victoria.

I am honoured to 
have worked for the 
UEL community 
and with members 
of the CAC and 
ADP over these past 
years. I know the 
new members 
taking their seats in 
November will do 
the best that they 

can even with the severe limitations of 
the current system. I hope their frustra-
tion levels will not be too high and I 
sincerely hope that the new Council will 
receive an incorporation study during 
its tenure. It’s time to move towards a 
governance structure that will be in the 
best interests of our community at large.

This will not be an easy job but it is one 
that is necessary.

Reflections: Governance (continued from page 1)

Thank you Dave! 

New Minister: Similar Tune

Area D (continued from page 1)

Dave Forsyth, CAC President

CAC from L to R: Hong Chen, Mojan Nozari, Jaymie Glasmann Ho, Justin LeBlanc, Peter McConnell, 
Dave Forsyth and Lynne Promfret

I have had the sincere 
pleasure of working 
with a large number  
of dedicated people  

who selflessly directed 
their volunteer  

hours in the service  
of our community.

We need your help understanding the community’s needs, values and vision for 
the future. We want to know what are the neighbourhood’s best qualities, what 
needs improvement and what do you envision for the area over the next 10 to 20 
years?

How can we make Area D a complete, sustainable community with a unique 
identity that respects its ecological context and allows the full range of communi-
ty members to thrive?

Get involved!
Over the next year we will be asking residents, business owners, visitors and other 
stakeholders to weigh in on the future of Area D. Public input is an essential part 
in creating a plan that best reflects the community’s vision for the future.

To start, this fall we want to hear from you:
1. Attend one of our interactive events:

•  Tuesday, October 23 from 6:30 pm to 8:30 pm – Norma Rose Point School
•  Wednesday, October 31 from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm – Marketplace Courtyard
•  Thursday, November 1 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm – University Plaza
•  Tuesday, November 6 from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm – Regent College Atrium

2.  Tell us what you think in an online survey from Oct 23 – Nov 23 at  
AreaDPlan.ca

3.  Sign up for updates at PlanUEL@gov.bc.ca

4.  Spread the word on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram #AreaDPlan

*Please note times of events may be subject to change*
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This project had to 
be done during the 

off-school season 
so the trolley buses 
could be rerouted.

A second major 
public works proj-

ect that may be 
started by the time 
you read this paper 
is the installation of 
new sanitary sewer, 

storm sewer and 
water lines… 

by Jonn Braman

This has been a particularly busy summer for underground 
utility and road construction in the UEL. There have 
been a lot of different contractors working, causing road 
disruptions and closures.
The biggest project has been the Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure’s contractor, Lafarge, rebuilding University 
Boulevard from Blanca Street to Western Parkway. Most 
folk will remember that the old road was in pretty rough 
shape. Once the old pavement and base were removed, a 
new subbase had to be built before paving. Naturally there 
were several challenges along the way, including pipes and 
conduits needing relocation and a few of the older silver 
maples having to be removed as the work put them at 
great risk of toppling in a winter storm. This project had 
to be done during the off-school season so the trolley 
buses could be rerouted. The contractors had to put in 
long hours, sometimes 24/7, to accommodate the schedule 
to be complete before September.
The lelәḿ development continued the 
ambitious infrastructure work, completing 
an essential sanitary sewer line upgrade 
along Acadia Road in Area A to tie the 
development into the UEL’s sewer system. 
The pipeline work was complete in July 
but paving repairs continue (and may be 
complete by the time this is published). 
The Musqueam Capital Corporation’s contractors continue 
to install pipes under the new Road B, connecting Acadia 
with University Boulevard. New water, energy loop, 

conduits and sanitary sewer pipes were 
installed below the road. Work also 
continued on the lelә´m park through the 
summer. The development’s presentation 
centre, a temporary building located 
where the future daycare will go, also 
began construction.
BC Hydro contracted with Hall 
Construction to install the new power 
service underground conduits to lelәḿ. 
These lines run from Agronomy along 
Western Parkway and then along 
Toronto Road to tie in at Acadia. Again, 
this may be completed by the time this paper is issued.
UEL’s public works’ staff and contractors completed a 
number of utility projects. These included a challenging 
sewer pipe lining in Area C along 7th Avenue. The old 
sewer was prone to leaks. Rather than dig it up, it was 
determined that the line could be repaired by cleaning the 
pipe, inserting a flat tube, inflating it and curing it in place 

with ultraviolet light. The technology has 
been around for quite a while and used 
before in the UEL, but there still remain 
some challenges working underground 
inside pipes with remote controlled 
equipment. It took a little longer than 
anticipated and required a good deal of 
extra patience on the part of a few 

residents in the area, but the work was successful.
A second major public works project that may be started 
by the time you read this paper is the installation of new 

sanitary sewer, storm sewer and water lines 
along Acadia from Wycliffe Road to Kingston 
Road. The new sanitary sewer will replace 
two old sewer lines, one of which is failing 
and cannot be repaired. The storm sewer is 
part of the sewer separation plan for Area B. 
And the water line in that area is due to be 
replaced because of its age.
There have also been many smaller projects 
completed through the summer. Several new 
services were upgraded to properties along 
University Boulevard ahead of the road 
construction. As well, a couple of critical 

water valves were replaced. One of these was done while 
the service was left under pressure – drilling through the 
old line and installing a special valve – while maintaining 
water services to nearby buildings! Sections of sidewalk and 
curb work, as well as a number of house construction services 
were also completed. And the UEL’s fire hydrants were 
serviced, the annual water pipe flushing was done and 
landscaping kept up (although much was disturbed by other 
work). In short, the UEL Public Works crew were very busy.
Road and underground utility construction is a major 
disruption for residents, business operators and people 
visiting the UEL. These projects are done only because they 
are needed and every effort is made to coordinate between 
contractors to make the process as painless as possible. But 
problems do occur when dealing with pipes and road 
conditions as old as these. The UEL administration 
appreciates everyone’s patience while we try to get the work 
done efficiently.

A Summer of Construction

Sanitary upgrade on Acadia Road
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Construction of Road B 

Water main for Road B Sewer lining
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by Jonn Braman

Erosion and slope stability around the Point Grey peninsula has been studied for decades and 
at different times steps have been taken to mitigate damage in problem areas. A couple of 
years ago an aerial photo investigation of the cliff edge around UBC and the UEL determined 
there was sufficient change along Northwest Marine Drive near Wesbrook Crescent to warrant 
further investigation. Initial field investigation revealed that ravines in that area were slowly on 
the move. Unchecked, they had the potential to damage sewer pipes and the road over the 
next 7-10 years.

This summer, more detailed investigation was underway. In May, a drone survey was done 
along the cliff edge to gain more information in an area that is not easy or safe to walk on. 
Then in August, a series of deep monitoring wells were installed, two above the ravines and 
five more throughout Area B, the neighbourhood to the north of Chancellor Boulevard. The 
wells will provide detailed information on the soils and on the groundwater flow in the area. 
With the wells now installed, seasonal groundwater monitoring is underway. At the same time 
the soils columns, collected as the wells were drilled, are being analysed to create a 3-D model 
of the underlying area. The monitoring and soils analysis will take a few months to complete.

With this information, a fuller picture of what is causing the ravine subsidence in that area will 
be understood and mitigation options can be developed to be shared with the community. 
There still will be quite a bit of work to engineer a solution and even more to actually construct 
whatever solution is decided upon. As a secondary step, the UEL is also looking at what 
impact development in Area B might have. Part of that will be to understand the realistic limits 
of construction (building size, height, etc.) and landscape impacts (e.g. irrigation, surface 
permeability) for that area.

To be clear, no decisions have been made on solutions at this time. More information is 
needed and is being collected to develop informed options for the community to consider.

Drilling in Area B

by Pete  McConnel l

In late July 2018, a few residents in Little 
Australia received notice that work on the 
sewer line would be started in mid-August. 
This was to involve lining the existing 
sewer line with a fibreglass liner, some-
times referred to as Cured In Place Piping, 
a technology that has been used for several 
decades. The existing sewer line was in 
need of an upgrade and the liner option 
would avoid the disruptive and expensive 
option of digging up and replacing the 
existing line. These liners provide an 
economical means of extending the service 
life of existing sewer lines.
A few days before work was due to start, 
residents received advance notice from the 
contractor that the job would take one day, 
with sewer service being restored early that 
evening. During that time residents would 
likely hear some light gurgling noises and 
notice some odour from toilets and drains 
as the existing line was power-flushed, 
using pressure and vacuum to prepare it 
for the fibreglass liner. On the surface of it, 
this sounded like it wouldn’t be a big deal. 
Well, I certainly was wrong about that!
At 7am August 14th, work started in Area 
C to remediate a sewer line 
between 6th and 7th 
avenues from Blanca to 
Drummond. I happened to 
be in close proximity to our 
basement bathroom/
shower when the power 
flushing started and I 
witnessed a scene like 
something from The 
Exorcist as the process began. The “light 
gurgling” I’d been told to expect sounded 
like a tornado or high-thrust jet engine in 
the toilet bowl, followed shortly by a 
sanitary sewer version of the eruption of 
Mount St Helens. The only thing missing 
was the voice of Linda Blair in the back-
ground. The mess took quite a while to 
clean up and disinfect. Two less-dramatic 
events happened later that same day.
Late in the afternoon, the affected residents 
received another letter from the contractor 

telling us that the work would be extended 
and that residents assumed all liability 
for damage if our toilets or drains were 
used before we were notified that it 
was safe to do so. At this point I 
was getting just a little concerned 
about the situation and I started 
to pay pretty close attention to 
what the contractors were 
doing in the laneway. It was a 
bit like Monty Python’s Flying 
Circus, except that the TV 
comedy was funnier and more organized 
than this chaotic situation.
Late that evening – around 11:00pm – one 
of the contractors told me that the liner 
had been installed but that they had used 
the wrong location information to find the 
residential feed lines into the main sewer 
line. Essentially, our sewer lines were now 
blocked by the fibreglass liner! The 
contractor showed up again the next day 
and the Flying Circus continued with more 
power flushing, workers rushing frantically 
between the two access points in the lane, 
and lots and lots of swearing.
Sometime during that day they managed 
locate a few of the sewer feeds and recon-
nect the lines, and over the next several 

days the others were 
reconnected, too.
You might have thought 
this would be the end of 
the drama, but sadly, you 
would have been wrong. 
Towards the end of the job 
the workers managed to 
lodge a very expensive 

piece of equipment in the relined sewer 
and it took them two days to set it free. So 
a project that was supposed to take one day 
stretched into more than a week.
The last I saw of the contractors, one of the 
employees was yelling to couple of others, 
“Yahoo, success!” before driving off into 
the sunset. I hoped they would just keep 
heading west, over the Spanish Banks cliffs, 
and into the water.
I notified the UEL Manager of these 
problems the day they started and he had 

people on site the following day. Later, I 
queried the UEL Manager about this 

situation at the September CAC 
meeting, and he reported that he was 

aware of the problems and that 
people were monitoring the 
situation.

The issue I was concerned 
about was the questionable 
performance of the contrac-

tors and whether or not this 
firm would be used for any future work of 
this nature in the UEL. The answer was 
that yes, as long as the contractors met the 
terms of the BC Government’s open 
bidding process, they could still be 
awarded future work, regardless of past 
performance on similar projects.
I find it appalling that UEL taxpayers’ 
dollars are used to fund infrastructure 

services without taking into account the 
quality of previous work performed by a 
given contractor on similar jobs. Apparent-
ly, any contractor who meets the terms and 
conditions concerning what a finished job 
should look like can be hired for a project, 
regardless of whatever collateral damage 
was inflicted on residents while working on 
previous projects.
How would you feel if this were the case for 
brain or hip surgery, or perhaps the 
replacement of drain tiles, removal of oil 
tanks, or any other complex undertaking? If 
the UEL had self-governance rather than 
the present inadequate form of governance, 
surely we would have more transparency in 
situations such as this.
And in the process, we’d save everyone 
both time and money.

The Houses at Poo(h) Corner: Redux

… the power  
flushing started 
and I witnessed  

a scene like  
something from  

The Exorcist…

by Margaret  and Bruce  Stuar t

UBC Planning and the UBC Board of Governors are in 
trouble with its neighbours in the UEL, and UBC’s trouble 
is totally self-inflicted.
Ten or so years ago the UBC bus loop was moved to a 
“temporary location” for a “two-year period”. The UEL 
Manager at the time, on behalf of all UEL residents, objected 
to the “temporary location” based on his concerns for road 
destruction, excess noise in the adjacent UEL community 
and excessive pollution emitted by the concentration of 
diesel buses. He knew at the time that none of the roads 
that led to the temporary location could take the constant 
pounding of the buses; the roads, some maintained by the 
UEL, were turned to rubble.
But UBC said the bus loop would be moved and the roads 
repaired. In addition to the UEL Manager, those home 
owners and residents in the UEL whose houses were literally 
across the street from the “temporary location” brought up 
the issues of bus operation noise and the pollution thrown 
off by the diesel buses. They, as was the UEL Manager, were 
assured that the situation was temporary and the bus loop 
would be relocated into the center of campus, away from 
the houses on Wesbrook Road. This history seems to be 
lost on the current crop of UBC Planners that make 
sporadic appearances at UEL CAC meetings.
Scroll forward to 2018. The UBC promise or plan to move the 
“temporary” bus loop has been broken. Assurances given to 
the previous UEL Manager and UEL residents were empty. 
Consultation with the UEL community is, and has been, a 
joke. This year alone the UBC Planners have come to three 
CAC meetings, presented, “listened” and left only to come 
back with no, or negligible, changes. Wesbrook Road, a 
beautiful tree-lined street in the UEL is now a canyon.

And the assault on the UEL community continues. UBC 
hopes to rezone University Neighbourhood land use plans 
to allow for the building of 14-18 stories on Wesbrook Mall 
and 16-18 stories along Student Boulevard with 18-22 
stories on the Brocks Common Phase 2 site.
It is distressing to see the UBC of today as it hurtles forward 
with plans that show how little regard UBC Planning and 
the Board of Governors have for the impact that the tower 
developments on Wesbrook Mall will have on the neighbours 
of UBC in the UEL. Many of UBC’s teachers, students and 
benefactors live, or have lived, in the UEL.

What now?
There is no reason that the towers that UBC plans to put up 
adjacent to the UEL in the Wesbrook Mall area need to be 
there. No holes have been dug, or lots serviced and there is 
ample space in the middle of the campus to satisfy the 
unabated, uncapped hunger of UBC Planning for new 
residence beds for students and for-profit housing. Even if 
there are plans in place to build towers on Wesbrook Mall, we 
know that the plans can be changed. You see, we have all 
witnessed the location change of the “temporary” bus loop.
There is something we can all do that will have an impact. It 
is clear that money and the pursuit of money is driving much 
of the residence development activity at UBC. The money 
is obviously important or UBC would not be running 
roughshod over their long- time neighbours in the UEL 
community to get it.

If the money is so important, maybe next time UBC asks you 
for a donation, withhold it. Let the requestor know that you 
will be withholding all donations to UBC until they start 
being a better neighbour to the community you live in, and 
begin to keep their promises and respect the perspectives 
that UBC Planning solicits from UEL residents in their 
periodic bouts of “community consultation”.
It is not too late for the UBC Board of Governors, advised 
by UBC Planning, to change some bad planning decisions; 
the towers, if built as planned, will knowingly destroy a 
part of the UEL neighbourhood.

UBC in trouble with UEL Residents

No wonder UEL residents are upset. The first phase of UBC’s wall 
of residences along Wesbrook Mall brings towers blocking the 
light and diminishing the sky and is expected to be filled with 
thousands of rowdy students living above a noisy bus depot 
permeated with diesel fumes. 
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by Jonn Braman

Upgrades by Metro Vancouver (the Greater 
Vancouver Water District) to the water 
supply system a few years ago resulted in 
many benefits across the region. This 
included tying two of the major water 
reservoirs on the North Shore together and 
adding a new water filtration plant. It also 
had some consequences. With the old 
system, the water pressure across the 
region varied significantly with the height 
of water in the dams (other factors, such as 
summer use for irrigation also play a role). 
The new system has a higher but more 
stable water pressure. In the UEL the result 
was an increase in overall water pressure. 
This is beneficial in that more water could 
be available with the existing pipe network. 
But in Area B that increase in pressure is 
higher than normal system operating 
pressures, especially on the lower edge of 
the slopes.

The situation was observed by UEL’s water 
system operators when they were conduct-
ing annual maintenance of the water system 
a couple years ago. The investigation that 
followed included seasonal monitoring of 
water pressure at various locations through-
out the UEL, developing a water gradient 
map, discussions with Metro Vancouver’s 
water staff to better understand the larger 
system’s operations, including the Sasamat 
Reservoir in the UEL, and then developing 
options to manage this challenge.
Water mains pressure in the UEL ranges 
from about 120 psi to 180 psi (pounds per 
square inch) or roughly 1,200 to 1,800 kPa 
(kilopascals) from the highest elevation 
(lowest pressure) near Acadia and Toronto 
Roads to the lowest elevation (highest 
pressure) along Northwest Marine Drive. 
Higher water pressure is needed to have an 
adequate supply on the top floor of towers, 
like those on Allison between Dalhousie 
and Toronto. Buildings typically have water 
pressure reducing valves that reduce the 
mains pressure to between 35 and 60 psi 
(300-600 kPa) tolerated by hot water tanks, 
taps and toilets in a home. Consequently 
households probably did not notice any 
difference in the water pressure.

The higher range in the UEL’s system is too 
high for sustained operation. Left unchecked, 
the higher pressures could result in premature 
failure of water mains and fire hydrants. The 
obvious solution for the high water pressure 
is the installation of pressure reducing valves 
(PRV) on the water mains. The plan is to 
install two such devices at key intersections 
in the water supply system: at Newton 
Wynd and Kingston, and at Kingston and 
Acadia. The locations are dictated by key 
intersections of the existing water pipe 
network. The devices would ideally be 
located on the boulevards rather than in 
the sidewalk or street and, in any case, not 
on private property.
This is a complex problem. Parts of Area B 
also have low water use and consequently 
low circulation in the water main loops. 
This is due to the relatively low housing 
density, seasonal use patterns in homes, 
and large water mains to meet fire supply 
requirements (bigger pipes for fire suppres-
sion than is needed for potable water supply). 
The UEL has been systematically investi-
gating different options to address the low 
circulation, including more frequent water 
main flushing in some areas.

The design of the water pressure reducing 
valves is underway. There are two typical 
PRV structures: above ground and below 
ground. Above ground is easier to operate 
and maintain, however the below ground 
option will be the preferred option in these 
locations due to the lower aesthetic impact. 
The engineers are also looking at ways to 
ensure this installation doesn’t further 
complicate the water loop circulation in 
the area, and perhaps can offer some 
solution for it as that investigation contin-
ues. Construction of the new PRV’s will 
likely begin in 2019.

Water pressure in Area B

Whose side are you on? (continued from page 1)

Gerry McGeough, Director of Planning and Development 
and Architect for UBC explained how Translink consider-
ations had determined the design of the tall towers and 
underground bus storage which had been strongly opposed 
by CAC members. McGeough underscored the critical need 
for increased student housing on campus and presented 
updated plans that entail a 16-storey tower and two six- and 
eight-storey buildings to house 1000 students along the 
perimeter of the existing Walter Gage premises. UBC hopes 
to rezone the University Neighbourhood land use plans 
to allow for the building of 14-16 storeys along Student 
Boulevard with 18-22 stories on the Brocks Common 
Phase 2 site.
McGeough advised that the original plans to build higher 
towers along what remains available on Wesbrook Mall 
had been revised to provide for lower six- to eight-storey 
brick townhome complexes based on the assumption that 
taller towers could be located further to the inside of 
University Precinct or designed in such a way to soften the 
impact on the UEL. For example, designing the narrowest 
width of a tower to face the UEL would help to reduce 
shade, privacy, noise, and view impacts. He said that UBC’s 
vision is to create a more welcoming academic gateway and 
entrance to its campus, providing a wider range of ameni-
ties and services for UBC’s community.
The main issue seems to be that what the UBC considers 
reasonable is quite different from the UEL’s perspective. 
UBC planners maintain that they have been sensitive to 
UEL’s concerns by providing public opportunities for 
consultation on design guidelines and architectural plans. 
They argue that they have worked hard to meet residential 
concerns. UEL residents complain that their interests have 
been marginalized and largely ignored. Furthermore, 

public hearings are often cancelled without notice and 
design reviews are regularly combined – or one could 
argue camouflaged – with other university developments 
that are of minor interest to UEL residents.
Those most affected maintain that the review system is 
deliberately rigged in favor of UBC’s interests. It sure 
appears that the province has cast its die already.
“Wesbrook has become a canyon because 
UBC has been a bad neighbour, repeatedly 
disregarding UEL resident concerns about 
building density, height, noise, and loss of 
sunlight and views,” stated Dave Forsyth. 
“This revised plan is an improvement over 
what was previously provided, but it still 
has a long way to go. We agreed that up 
to five storeys along Westbrook would be 
ok, but not six or eight, and certainly not 
18 stories!”
The demerits of the bus loop debacle were 
discussed at length and residents expressed 
strong opposition to the proposed new 
Walter Gage towers. One problem is that the hill rises 
where the buildings are placed which will make even 6-8 
stories look extremely high and block-long structures appear 
quite massive. The tower would destroy the enjoyment of 
many Area A residents homes.
UBC planners agreed to look into whether some redistri-
bution of student density could be achieved within the 
University Precinct site. Updated University Boulevard 

Area design guidelines will be presented to the UBC Board 
of Governors in December 2018.
Any Land Use Plan amendments will involve public hearings 
in early 2019 and will be included with any Land Use Plan 
Amendments associated with the Stadium Neighborhood 
Plan. It is up to the Provincial Government to approve 
Land Use Plan Amendments. Construction is targeted for 

Fall 2019 – Summer 2021.
Whose side will the Province be on when 
it comes to Land Use Amendments? 
UBC’s or the UEL? If history is a guide, 
UEL residents should be on high alert.
Interestingly, MLA David Eby’s October 
update to Point Grey residents states 
“UBC is being supported by the provincial 
government in announcing a new 
building with 1,000 new residence spaces 
for students on campus at the corner of 
Wesbrook and Student Union Boulevard. 
This is good news for students who want 
to live on campus, renters looking for a 

place to rent in Vancouver and residents concerned about 
strained public transportation systems.”
Does this “good news for students” spell bad news for UEL 
residents, particularly those within walking distance of 
Wesbrook Mall?
All UEL residents are encouraged to express their opinions 
by taking a survey called the “BOSQUE Design Vision 
Survey” and to review UBC’s plans at  
planning.ubc.ca/uboulevard.

Whose side will  
the Province  

be on when it 
comes to Land  

Use Amendments? 
UBC’s or the UEL? 

If history is  
a guide, UEL  

residents should  
be on high alert. 

An aerial view of Walter Gage Infill site, a mammoth project 
designed to help meet “a key strategic initiative for UBC.”  
(source: Report to the Board of Governors, June 14, 2018)

Schematic showing (in blue) the Walter Gage Infill site: an “efficient opportunity” for “relatively fast delivery” of 1,000 new student residence 
beds. Those nondescript boxes are UEL homes on Wesbrook Crescent. (Source: Report to the Board of Governors, June 14, 2018)  
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Farewell Message
by Maria  Harr i s ,  
Metro Vancouver Electoral Area A Director 
and Member, Mayors’ Council on Regional 
Transportation 

Having served as Director for Metro 
Vancouver’s Electoral Area A for the past 
10 years, I decided with great difficulty and 
reluctance not to seek re-election. The time 
has come for new blood and for me to 
move on to new ventures.
It has been a great privilege to serve the UEL 
and the rest of Electoral Area A. I have 
particularly enjoyed meeting and working 
with many wonderful people during my 
tenure as Director, among them the members 
of the UEL Community Advisory Council.
My ability to serve the community has 
been supported by excellent staff and by 
the efforts and talent of Bill Holmes, the 
Electoral Area Alternate Director. Bill gave 
generously of his time which, along with 
his background in government and tax law, 
his enthusiasm, analytical ability, and eye 
for detail, helped to make our community 
and our region a better place.
I am especially proud of having sought and 
obtained full representation for the Electoral 
Area on the Mayors’ Council on Regional 
Transportation, the political decision-making 
body for TransLink. The Electoral Area is 
now at the table, as an equal participant with 
all the mayors. This enabled me to take part 
in the development of the regional trans-
portation vision and its implementation, 
which will produce major improvements in 
our transit system, including a subway 
along Broadway to Arbutus and in excess 

of 900,000 additional bus service hours 
over the next three years – the equivalent 
of all of Victoria’s bus service being added 
in the Metro Vancouver region.
I have attached high priority to keeping 
Electoral Area residents and organizations 
informed of Metro Vancouver and Mayors’ 
Council developments. To this end, I was 
instrumental in implementing a monthly 
Director’s Update containing items of 
interest to the UEL and UBC portions of 
the Electoral Area. I hope that my reports 
have given residents a better understanding 
of some of the important regional matters 
for which Metro Vancouver is responsible. 
Naturally, there have been disappointments 
as well. I wish that I had been able to secure 
a fair rate for the water that the UEL (i.e., the 
provincial government) purchases from 
Metro Vancouver. At least the considerable 
efforts I devoted to this issue cracked open 
the door to the possibility of a reduced rate 
in the future. I also wish that I had been 
able to bring about movement in the CAC’s 
request for an incorporation study for the 
UEL. However, it became obvious that, 
under the previous provincial government, 
successive ministers were not prepared to 
take meaningful action. The new Minister 
of Municipal Affairs recently stated that 
she is giving the request a high priority. It’s 
not clear to me where this will lead. 
It’s also not clear what my personal future 
holds in store. Life has simply become too 
hectic and so, as I close the chapter of local 
politics, I look forward to clearing some 

space in my calendar and in my office to be 
ready for whatever next year will bring.
As reported elsewhere in this paper, UEL 

Community Advisory Council member 
Justin LeBlanc has been acclaimed as the 
next Electoral Area Director. Justin, I wish 
you every success in your new role. 

Honored to serve as the next  
Electoral Area A Director

by Justin  LeBlanc

First, I would like to sincerely thank Maria 
Harris for her decade of service to the 
various unincorporated communities 
throughout Electoral Area A and to the 
region as a whole.  I had the pleasure of 
regularly getting updates about our 
regional district from Maria in my role as a 
Community Advisory Council (CAC) 
Member over the past two and a half years.  
I admire her thoughtful and engaging com-
munication style and how she served as an 
excellent source of information for the 
UEL Administration and the CAC.
Like Maria, I care deeply about advancing 
our region as a leader in environmental 
sustainability.  From my 14 years of living 
here amidst the gorgeous surroundings of 
University Hill, I have come to realize that 
concern for the environment is a uniting 
issue for many of us.  As your representa-
tive on the Metro Vancouver Regional 
District Board, I promise to always keep 
this priority top of mind when weighing 
decisions.  Along this vein, I am an 
advocate for the continued electrification 
of our public transit system and for 

preserving the integrity of our natural 
habitats, parks, and other green spaces.
Another prevalent theme that comes up in 
conversations with many of my neighbors 
reflects the fact that the growth rate of 
Electoral Area A is the highest of any of the 
23 local authorities that make up Metro 
Vancouver.  While I understand the need 
for strategic densification in the region, I 
also intend to foster discussions that lead 
to acknowledgment of, and long-term 
plans for, limits to growth.
From my science background, I believe that 
I will bring valuable skills and perspectives 
to the analysis of policy options being 
considered by the Metro Vancouver Board.  
I have 12 years of work experience as a 
research assistant in both government and 
academic laboratories from before and 
during my doctorate.  I earned my Ph.D. in 
microbiology from UBC, where the applica-
tion of my research pertained to bacterial 
bioremediation of contaminated soils.  Prior, 
during my undergraduate degree in 
biochemistry from Queen’s University in 
Kingston, Ontario, I was awarded the Medal 
in Biochemistry for having the highest 
academic standing in my graduating class.
I hope to meet many of the residents of our 
regional district over the coming weeks 
and months.  I look forward to hearing 
about your ideas to improve regional 
governance.  If you would like to learn 
more about some of the issues that have 
concerned me during my time on the CAC, 
please check out my article on page 12 of 
this newspaper and other articles I’ve 
written from previous issues (in Nov., 2016 
on p. 5, and in Nov., 2017 on p. 8).  These 
articles are accessible online at the CAC 
website (uelcommunity.com/connections- 
newspaper/), or please contact me at 
604-221-1080 if you don’t have internet 
access and would like printed copies.

So long, farewell, auf Wiedersehen, adieu: Maria Harris retires after three terms as Director for 
Electoral Area A. 

After three terms of stellar service, Maria Harris is retiring as our elected representative to Metro 
Vancouver and the Mayors’ Council on Regional Transportation. Not only has Maria been an 
outstanding Metro Vancouver Electoral A (EAA) representative, she has been an exceptional 
advocate for the UEL community in all her endeavours.
Maria was instrumental in supporting the use of the Metro Vancouver Community Works Fund 
allocation of $139,000 directly for UEL purposes rather than pooling the UEL’s share of revenues 
with UBC. She has consistently been proactive in looking for opportunities that might benefit the UEL, 
either directly or indirectly, and she has facilitated greater understanding of Metro Vancouver’s 
role in UEL/UBC matters through her leadership, involvement, transparent communication, and 
community education efforts.  
Thank you Maria, for your generous gifts of time, talent and wisdom. Your efforts will be missed!

Maria Harris Retires from Metro  
Vancouver Electoral A Representation
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An Autumn Update from David Eby, MLA

Welcome back to September, the true start 
of the new year for many families (espe-
cially in our University-centric neighbour-
hoods like the UEL). 
The provincial government has been busy 
on many files of interest to UEL residents. 
Here’s a quick update on some of them.

Money laundering in real estate 
two-part probe commenced
Many UEL residents have raised concerns 
with me about questionable real-estate 
activity they’ve seen which they believe are 
linked to illegal or unlawful speculative 
activities or money laundering. 
In late September, Minister of Finance Carole 
James and I announced a two-pronged 

review intended to address these concerns, 
and others. 
The first prong, involving a team of three 
experts in real-estate regulation and 
oversight, will follow up on a recommenda-
tion from a report received by the Minister 
of Finance that recommended BC close 
loopholes that could facilitate our real estate 
market being used for money laundering or 
unlawful speculative activities. 
The second prong will follow up on the 
casino money laundering review and will 
be conducted by retired RCMP officer and 
lawyer, Dr. Peter German, QC. 
Dr. German’s review will look at specific 
cases of individuals involved in money 
laundering at BC casinos who disclosed 
their occupations on anti-money launder-
ing reporting forms as being real-estate 
related. He will also examine specific 
high-profile cases or suspicious activities 
brought to government’s attention by local 
media or foreign governments. 
Two police investigations continue into the 
activities that took place at BC casinos 
involving large-scale trans-national money 
laundering.
Both real-estate reviews are expected to 
report by the end of March, 2019.

UEL governance review continues
The Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing is continuing their review of 
governance for the UEL peninsula. I am 
advised by that Ministry that formal 
engagement has started with local residents 
and other interested stakeholders, including 
the Musqueam First Nation. 
Because this will be a long-term process, in 
the meantime if you have concerns about 
local government issues that would 
ordinarily be taken care of by a city or 
village council, try the UEL office first at 
604-660-1810 or uel@gov.bc.ca , and feel 
free to count on my office as a backup.
If you have feedback about governance at 
the UEL, please forward it to the Minister 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing at MAH.
minister@gov.bc.ca and cc my office at 
david.eby.mla@leg.bc.ca .

Judicial review of planning  
decision for 5915 Newton Wynd
A number of residents have brought to my 
attention a judicial review that has been 
launched of a rezoning decision of govern-
ment related to redevelopment of a UEL 
property at 5915 Newton Wynd. Thank you 

for bringing this to my attention. Ministry 
of Attorney General lawyers filed a 
response on September 20 and the hearing 
is currently set in BC Supreme Court for 
November 22 and 23. Because it is before 
the Court, I am not able to comment 
further on the case until it is concluded 
and appeal periods have expired. 

Parking on Blanca between 4th 
and 16th Avenues, and generally
A resident on Blanca has raised concerns 
with me about the removal of “No Parking” 
signs along Blanca on the UEL side – you 
may have heard similar concerns. I have 
also heard concerns about parking 
enforcement more generally as the school 
year has started up again. 
I am currently working with the Minister 
of Municipal Affairs and Housing to get No 
Parking signs posted again on Blanca, and 
would be glad to hear any other parking 
enforcement concerns you may have so that 
we may attempt to deal with them all at the 
same time. 
Please write to david.eby.mla@leg.bc.ca if 
you have any parking-related issues you’d 
like to share.

October 13
 J.V. Clyne Lecture
Ms. Anna Porter, OC, OO
Award winning Canadian Writer and Publisher
The Ghosts of Europe: The return of tyranny, 
nationalism, racism and denial to Central Europe

Ms. Porter is among Canada’s most respected book publishers 
(founder of Key Porter Books in 1982) and novelist covering a broad 
range of topics and published internationally in several languages. 
Her latest work is her memoir In Other Words: How I Fell in Love 
with Canada One Book at a Time. Her book The Ghosts of Europe 
won the 2010 Shaughnessy Cohen Prize for Political Writing, while 
Kasztner’s Train: The True Story of Rezso Kasztner, Unknown Hero of 
the Holocaust, was awarded the 2007 Nereus Writers’ Trust Non-Fiction 
Award and the Jewish Book Award for Non-Fiction. She is also 
the author of Buying a Better World: George Soros and Billionaire 
Philanthropy. She holds honorary degrees from Ryerson University, 
St. Mary’s University, and the Law Society of Upper Canada.

October 20
Professor Steven Levitsky
Department of Government and David Rockefeller Chair of Latin 
American Studies, Harvard University
How Democracies Die

Dr. Levitsky’s writings on political parties, informal institutions, 
and competitive authoritarianism are agenda setting works in the 
discipline of political science. His most recent work on partisan 
polarization, the 2018 New York Times bestseller How Democracies 
Die, with Daniel Ziblatt, has made him a central figure in 
contemporary debates regarding American democracy. According 
to The New York Times Book Review this book is “comprehensive, 
enlightening, and terrifyingly timely.” Professor Levitsky is also 
co-author of Competitive Authoritarianism: Hybrid Regimes after the 
Cold War (2010); author of Transforming Labour-Based Parties in 
Latin America: Argentine Peronism in Comparative Perspective 
(2003); and co-editor of The Resurgence of the Left in Latin America 
(2011), Informal Institutions and Democracy: Lessons from Latin 
America (2006), and Argentine Democracy: The Politics of 
Institutional Weakness (2005).

October 27
Professor Kay Dickersin
Director, Center for Clinical Trials and Evidence Synthesis, 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health
Evidence in Medicine: What is it? How do we determine it? 
And how do we use it to help shape better outcomes?

Dr. Dickersin, a zoologist and epidemiologist by training, has 
conducted studies in a number of important subject areas, including 
women’s health, eyes and vision, and surgery. Her major research 
interests are related to randomized clinical trials, systematic reviews 
and meta analysis, reporting biases, trials registers, peer review, 
evidence-based health care, and patient-centered outcomes research. 
She has led and participated in research on reporting biases since the 
1980s. Among her many honours, Dr. Dickersin is an elected 
member of the Institute of Medicine and received the 2014 
Ingram Olkin Award from the Society for Research Synthesis 
Methods for lifetime contributions to the field. In 2000, the 
National Breast Cancer Coalition recognized her as an 
Exceptional Advocate. Dr. Dickersin is also Director of the U.S. 
Cochrane Center, one of 13 Centers worldwide participating 
in The Cochrane Collaboration.

November 3
E.S. Woodward Lecture
Professor Fabrizio Zilibotti
Tuntex Professor of International and Development Economics, 
Department of Economics, Yale University
Love, Money, and Parenting:  
How economics explains the way we raise our kids

Dr. Zilibotti’s research interests include economic growth and 
development, political economy, macroeconomics, and the 
economic development of China. His research has ben published 
in distinguished peer review journals such as American Economic 
Review, Econometrica, Journal of Political Economy, Quarterly 
Journal of Economics and Review of Economic Studies. Professor 
Zilibotti was the President of the European Economic Association 
in 2016. He is a recipient of the Yrjö Jahnsson 2009 award (the 
European analogue of the John Bates Clark medal, assigned to the 
best economist in Europe under the age of 45), and of the Sun 
Yefang 2012 Award from the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences. 
He was honoured with the Ciliegia d’Oro (Golden Cherry) prize, 
awarded to distinguished personalities in cultural, industrial, 
sport or humanitarian fields from Emilia Romagna (previous 
winners include Luciano Pavarotti).

November 10
Professor Wade Davis, CM
Department of Anthropology, and  
BC Leadership Chair in Cultures and Ecosystems at Risk, UBC
Of War and Remembrance: Canada and the Great War

Dr. Davis is an award-winning anthropologist, ethnographer, writer, 
photographer, and filmmaker. He was named by the National 
Geographic Society as one of the Explorers for the Millennium, 
and described as “a rare combination of scientist, scholar, poet and 
passionate defender of all of life’s diversity.” His research has inspired 
numerous documentary films as well as three episodes of the television 
series, The X-Files. He is the recipient of 11 honorary degrees, as well 
as the 2009 Gold Medal from the Royal Canadian Geographical 
Society for his contributions to anthropology and conservation, the 
2011 Explorers Medal, the highest award of the Explorers Club, the 
2012 David Fairchild Medal for botanical exploration, the 2013 Ness 
Medal for geography education from the Royal Geographical 
Society, and the 2015 Centennial Medal of the Graduate School 
of Arts and Sciences, Harvard University. In 2009 he delivered 
the CBC Massey Lectures. His book Into the Silence, received 
the 2012 Samuel Johnson prize, the top award for literary 
nonfiction in the English language.

November 17
The Honourable Steven L. Point, OBC
Former Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia
Reconciliation Begins With You

The Honourable Steven Point (Xwĕ lī qwĕl tĕl) is a member of the 
Skowkale First Nation. He was first elected Chief at age 23 in 1975. 
Since then, he has served as chief for a total of 15 years. His Honour 
holds a law degree from UBC, and has worked for the Union of 
British Columbia Indian Chiefs and the Refugee Department of the 
Department of Employment and Immigration. He became the 
director of the First Nations Legal Studies program at the UBC 
Faculty of Law in 1991. The University College of the Fraser Valley 
awarded him an honorary Doctorate of Laws degree in 2000. That 
year he also received a National Aboriginal Achievement Award. In 
2005, Steven Point was appointed chief commissioner of the British 
Columbia Treaty Commission and held that position until he was 
named the province’s 28th lieutenant-governor (2007-2012). Since 
2014, he has been re-appointed as a provincial court judge.

November 24
Professor Leonard Foster
Department of Biochemistry & Molecular Biology, 
Faculty of Medicine, UBC
Are Bees Really Dying?  
Are we the Cause or the Solution?

Dr. Foster is a Canada Research Chair in Quantitative Proteomics, 
and recipient of the 2017 Genome BC Award for Scientific Excellence. 
His research identifies disease resistance genes in bees and covers 
such topics as pathogen invasion, infection and the mapping of 
protein interactions. His objective is to reverse the decline of honeybee 
numbers and build genetic traits that make them more resistant to 
disease. Dr. Foster works with beekeepers, economists and biologists 
across North America and Europe to eradicate the diseases plaguing 
honeybees. Dr. Foster also studies the interactions between pathogens 
and our immune systems that cause serious diseases like typhoid 
fever, malaria and tuberculosis. Understanding how these pathogens 
break down our defences will lead to the development of better ways 
to fight them in the future.

December 1
Professor Andrzej Weber
Department of Anthropology, University of Alberta
Climate Change and Problem Solving Amongst Prehistoric 
Hunter-Gatherers: A case study from Lake Baikal

Dr. Weber is the director of the Baikal-Hokkaido Archaeology Project 
an international multidisciplinary team of scholars focusing on the 
bio-archaeology of individual life histories to understand hunter- 
gatherer cultural, biological and ecological interactions, as well 
as evolutionary trajectories in Northeast Asia. His research 
interests include archaeology of individual life histories; carbon, 
nitrogen, and strontium isotope analyses; mobility and 
migrations; diet; subsistence; population size and distribution; 
and mechanisms of cultural transmission. His archaeological 
fieldwork has been featured in the documentary The Code 
Breakers (2011), as well as in Canadian and international TV 
and printed media.
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Your Editor 
is Listening! 
Please Write
Got a comment on something 
you see in this issue of 
Connections? Like it? 
Don’t like it? Got a gripe about 
something? Got a story idea you 
want to pass on? Got a news 
item or notice about an upcom-
ing event you want to share?

We like to get mail. Write us at: 
uhillconnections@gmail.com

Visit the UEL website: 
www.uelcommunity.com

Newton Wynd owner takes the Province and 
UEL to Court
Shu Rong Liu, the registered owner of 5915 Newton Wynd, has filed a petition 
with BC’s Supreme Court in an attempt to overturn the provincial government’s 
May 30, 2018 denial of Development Permit 12/16.

Assistant Deputy Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, Tara Faganello, 
Deputy Minister for Municipal Affairs Rebecca Denlinger, and UEL Manager 
Jonn Braman are named as Respondents.

The Petitioner is also seeking to overturn an earlier unsuccessful development 
permit application for the same property, approved by Jonn Braman on Dec 2, 
2014 but denied on provincial appeal for a previous owner. The development 
permit concerned the construction of a new residence designed by architect Jim 
Bussey of Formwerks.

According to MLA and Attorney General David Eby, the Province led a response 
on September 20th and the case is due to be heard in BC Supreme Court on 
November 22nd and 23rd.
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by Justin  LeBlanc

Fundamental population data produced by the 2016 
Census of Population was publicly released in early 
2017, allowing Metro Vancouver to report the overall 
population of the University Endowment Lands. On 
Census Day, May 10th, 2016, our community had 3,034 
residents who called the UEL home. Our population 
from the previous census, in 2011, was similar, hovering 
at 3,141. This relative stability in our total population 
makes sense, as the last condo buildings to be erected in 
the multifamily neighbourhood were finished by 2007, 
and while there have been plenty of redeveloped properties 
within the single-family neighbourhoods, population 
density would not have been greatly affected.

Issue 1: incorrect population data  
used by UEL Administration
One pertinent question that arises out of these demo-
graphic findings is why the UEL Administration has 
been using a population estimate of 4,000 for our 
community instead of census data? As of this newspa-
per’s publication, the home page of the UEL website 
(www.universityendowmentlands.gov.bc.ca) still lists 
our population as “nearly 4,000 people”. The Province 
also published this value as our population in the first 
UEL Fact Sheet of the series that was mailed out to all 
UEL homes in January of 2017.

The answer given by the UEL to the posed question 
points to the Amenity Provision Study conducted five 
years ago by CitySpaces, a consulting firm hired to deal 
with community planning in relation to Block F. 
However, the problem with the population estimate from 
this study is, briefly, that it was determined using 
divisions of census data that extend beyond UEL’s 
boundaries, resulting in an overestimate of our popula-
tion by about one-third!

The population determined by the census should closely 
approximate the absolute number of people living in the 
UEL since it captures several classes of residents. This 
population includes Canadian citizens, permanent 
residents, residents from another country with permits 
to work or study within Canada as well as any family 
members here with them, and refugee claimants. Only 
foreign residents living in the UEL (without work or 
study permits) would be excluded from this tally. So, 
the population put forth by the UEL Administration 
would need to account for roughly one thousand 
foreign residents—an assertion nobody is making.

While the current structure of the CAC follows one 
part of our Official Community Plan, that the “Council 
will be comprised of two representatives from Area A, 
one each from Area’s B and C, and three representa-
tives from Area D”, the CAC structure is also in 
conflict with this document, in that this “simple 
structure is intended to ensure that each of the four 
neighbourhoods has representation reflecting in gener-
al terms their respective population.”

I am not the first to notice this problem of underrepresen-
tation for those living within the multifamily residential 
neighbourhood of Area D. Past CAC President Ron Pears 
wrote about this same issue in 2013. Subsequently, the 
CAC voted to adopt an at-large voting system where the 
wards would be abolished and all UEL electors would 
vote to elect the entire Council. Despite the CAC’s advice, 
our Official Community Plan was not amended.

An important task for the next Council will be to 
advocate for a resolution to the inequality in represen-
tation of UEL citizens from different neighbourhoods, 
which will only worsen when thousands of new 
residents move into the lelem residences in Block F.

Implications for our community from a deeper  
analysis of the 2016 Census of Population figures

We need to find out the financial implications of this 
error. Has the UEL been overpaying for services costed 
based on our population (e.g., for fire protection)? 
Conversely, have we been overfunded in other instanc-
es (e.g., through the Community Works Fund)? And 
most importantly, what is the net impact on the UEL 
budget due to the errors cascading from this incorrect 
population estimate?

Issue 2: CAC representation out of  
proportion with neighborhood populations
What the UEL consultants should have done is delve 
into the census data down to the level of each block 
within our community. Metro Vancouver did this to 
arrive at the aforementioned correct population of 
3,034. As a volunteer CAC Member, I was also able to 
properly reproduce this analysis.

Further, I determined the population of each of the 
four neighborhoods, or wards, of the UEL, as outlined 
in the accompanying chart.


